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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

1.1 GENERAL 

Compass Research was asked by the Northern Gulf Resource Management Group 
(NGRMG) to carry out a survey of residents in the catchment areas involved to ascertain: 

a) Community opinion about and priorities relating to the various initiatives the Group 
was undertaking. 

b) Opinions about how these programs were best organised. 

c) Feedback on interest in receiving more information about, and being involved in the 
Group’s activities. 

 
The surveying was in two parts: 

1) A telephone random survey of households in the area involving 300 responses. 

2) A special survey with self completion forms (but with the same questions), in 
indigenous communities in the area. 

 
An initial report provided information on the main findings from the community telephone 
survey alone. 
 
This report incorporates all responses including additional responses from the indigenous 
communities. 
 
 

1.2 METHODOLOGY 

Community Survey 
Latest local telephone books for the centres of Karumba and Normanton (which also 
includes stations in the area), Croydon Shire, Etheridge Shire, Mareeba and Atherton were 
obtained.  For the Mareeba and Atherton books, households were identified that were 
located in the catchment area of the Mitchell River. 
 
Random samples were taken of eligible numbers and up to four calls were made to seek an 
interview. 
 
Because of the comparatively large population in the upper Mitchell catchment area and a 
need to obtain a reasonably robust sample in centres like Karumba, Normanton, Croydon 
and Etheridge Shires, the sample in these centres was double that of the Mitchell 
catchment area from the Mareeba and Atherton books. 
 
Where appropriate in this report, the sample is re-weighted to reflect true population 
relationships. 
 
Total target sample of interviews completed was 300. 
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Indigenous Communities 
The community survey questionnaire was rendered into a form suitable for self 
completion/or interviewing.  Northern Gulf Resource Management Group arranged for 
suitable persons to administer the questionnaire in the communities with some 16 being 
returned. 
 
 

1.3 THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Questionnaire used is given as Appendix 1.  While wording about the programs was fairly 
tedious to read out, it was felt important to retain a precise wording about the programs as 
supplied by Northern Gulf Resource Management Group. 
 
 

1.4 TIMING 

Surveying was carried out as per usual market research practice over weekends during the 
daytime and during week evenings 5PM to 8PM.  However, it was found that in some 
areas, contact could be successfully made during week days and some of the interviews 
were at this time. 
 
Surveying was carried out during the last week in August through to 24th September 2006. 
 
 

1.5 ACCURACY 

A random sample of 300 provides a 95% level of confidence when results are about 50/50 
that the true figure for the population will lie in the range + 5.7% points. 
 
Thus, smaller differences in figures may not be statistically significant. 
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2. SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
 

2.1 WHERE LIVE 

Respondents were distributed in broad groupings as follows. 
 

Table #1 – Where Live - Shire 

Locations No. %  
Carpentaria Shire 77 24%  
Kowanyama 10 3%  
Croydon Shire 14 4%  
Etheridge Shire 73 23%  
Mareeba Shire 142 45%  
Total 316 100%  

 
Note: To obtain significant samples in the less populated shires, the numbers for 
Carpentaria, Croydon and Etheridge Shires were artificially weighted at about twice those 
for Mareeba Shire.  The numbers for Kowanyama are low. 
 

Table #2 – Where Live - Catchment 

Locations No. %  
Norman 89 28%  
Gilbert/Staaten 73 23%  
Mitchell 154 49%  
Total 316 100%  

 
 

2.2 WHAT BEST DESCRIBES 

Responses to Question 4 about what best describes the respondent were as follows. 
 

Table #3 – What Best Describes Respondent 

 No. %  
Grazier 66 21%  
Indigenous person 20 6%  
Tourist operator 21 7%  
Miner 8 3%  
Fisherman 9 3%  
Farmer 43 14%  
Town resident 59 19%  
Business operator 47 15%  
Conservationist 7 2%  
Government employee 23 7%  
Other 13 4%  
Total 316 100%  

 
‘Other’ mainly included retired housewife, unemployed.  If a respondent said retired and 
specified a previous occupation, that respondent has been placed with the earlier 
occupation, thus a retired fisherman was scored as a fisherman.  Transport operators have 
been placed with business operators. 
 
For analytical purposes, the above has been grouped: 
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Table #4 – What Best Describes Respondent 

 No. %  
Graziers 66 21%  
Indigenous 20 6%  
Tourist operator/Miner/Fisherman/Farmer 81 26%  
Town resident/Business operator 106 34%  
Conservationist/Government employee 30 9%  
Other 13 4%  
Total 316 100%  

 
The following gives responses by catchment area. 
 

Table #5 – What Best Describes Respondents by Catchment Area 

 Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
Grazier 14 32 20 
Indigenous person 15 - 5 
Tourist operator 7 9 4 
Miner 4 1 2 
Fisherman 3 - 6 
Farmer 40 4 - 
Town resident 24 13 22 
Business operator 16 10 22 
Conservationist 7 - - 
Government employee 13 4 6 
Other 11 - 2 
Total 154 73 89 

 
It can be seen that graziers were located throughout, but especially in the Gilbert/Staaten 
catchment area.  Indigenous were mainly in the Mitchell catchment (including Kowanyama).  
Tourist operators were throughout, along with miners.  Fishermen were in the Norman and 
Mitchell catchments.  There were more farmers than graziers in the Mitchell.   Town 
residents, business operators and government were throughout. 
 
The 7 who said they were conservationists were in the Mitchell, and ‘Other’ (mainly 
retirees), were mainly in the Mitchell catchment. 
 
 

2.3 AGE & GENDER 

The sample has a minor preponderance of females 53% to males 47%. 
 
There was a distribution of responses among age groups with a tendency for middle age 
and older persons to respond. 
 

Table #6 – Age Groups 

Years No. %  
18 - 24 10 3%  
25 - 34 44 14%  
35 - 44 71 22%  
45 - 54 79 25%  
55 - 64 78 25%  
65+ 33 10%  
No response 1 -  
Total 316 100%  
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2.4 HOW LONG LIVED IN THE GULF AREA 

Table #7 – How Long Lived in the Gulf Area 

Years No. %  
0 – 5 43 14%  
6 – 10 57 18%  
11 – 15 35 11%  
16 – 20 29 9%  
Over 20 years 152 48%  
Total 316 100%  

 
The majority of respondents were long-term residents of the Gulf area (20 years plus).  This 
reflects the relatively low transitory population in the area. 
 
The following gives the proportions by catchment area. 
 

Table #8 – How Long Lived in the Gulf Area - Proportions by Catchment Area 

Years Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
0 – 10 25% 34% 44% 
11 - 20 23% 13% 19% 
20 + 52% 53% 37% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 

 
It can be seen that the Norman catchment is different with a high proportion having lived in 
the Gulf area 0 – 10 years and low proportion 20 + years.  The Gilbert has a low proportion 
11 – 20 years.
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3. AWARENESS OF & ATTITUDES TO NGRMG 
 
 

3.1 AWARENESS 

Responses to Question 1 about awareness of the NGRMG were as follows. 
 

Table #9 – Heard About NGRMG Previously 

 No. %  
YES 188 60%  
NO 126 40%  

 

However, there was a variation between areas.  
 

Table #10 – Heard About NGRMG - % Yes by Catchment 

Norman 72%  
Gilbert/Staaten 85%  
Mitchell 36%  

 

If the sample is re-weighted to reflect greater populations in the Mitchell catchment area, 
the % ‘Yes heard of previously’ is 52%.  The following gives responses by length of 
residence in the Gulf. 
 

Table #11 – Heard About NGRMG  - % Yes by Length of Residence 

Years %  
0 – 5 58%  
6 – 10 60%  
11 – 15 51%  
16 – 20 45%  
Over 20 years 64%  

 

The 20 year + group recorded the highest awareness.  The following gives awareness by 
grouped description of respondents. 
 

Table #12 – Heard About NGRMG  - % Yes by Grouped Description of Respondents 

Graziers 76%  
Indigenous 80%  
Tourist operator/Miner/Fisherman/Farmer 48%  
Town resident/Business operator 55%  
Conservationist/Government employee 57%  
Other 60%  
Total 59%  

 

The lowest group is ‘Tourist operator/Miner/Fisherman/Farmer’. 
 
 

3.2 DOING A GOOD JOB 

Responses to Question 12 were as follows. 
 

Table #13 – Sort of Job NGRMG Doing 

 Total  Of Those with an Opinion 
 No. %  No. % 
Very good 61 19%  61 32% 
Good 108 34%  108 57% 
Neither good nor bad 19 6%  19 10% 
Bad 0 0%  0 - 
Very bad 2 1%  2 1% 
Don’t know 126 40% Total 190 100% 
Total 316 100%    
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While there was a high ‘Don’t know’ factor, the responses were favourable overall.  The 
following gives responses by area. 
 

Table #14– Sort of Job NGRMG Doing by Area 

 Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
Very good 17% 29% 16% 
Good 25% 41% 44% 
Neither good nor bad 5% 8% 5% 
Bad 0% 0% 0% 
Very bad 0% 0% 2% 
Don’t know 53% 22% 33% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 

 
The ‘Don’t know’ factor was much higher in the Mitchell area and lowest in the 
Gilbert/Staaten area.  The few ‘Bad’ responses were in the Norman catchment area. 
 
 

3.3 HOW PREFER FUNDS TO BE ALLOCATED 

Responses to Question 13 were as follows. 
 

Table #15 – How Prefer Government Funds to be Allocated 

 Total Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
 No. % % % % 
Open Community Group like NGRMG 245 78% 73% 81% 83% 
Government Departments Direct 27 9% 8% 8% 8% 
Other 44 14% 19% 11% 9% 
Total 316 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 

The ‘Other’ group included ‘don’t know’ and a number indicated ‘local authority’ or ‘local’.  
The ‘Other’ group tended to be higher and NGRMG lower for the Mitchell catchment. 
 
 

3.4 WISH TO BECOME MORE INVOLVED 

Some 146 expressed a wish to become more involved and details of contacts have been 
sent separately. 
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4. RESPONSE TO PROGRAMS 
 
 

4.1 AGREEMENT WITH PROGRAMS 

The following gives responses. 
 

Table #16 – Rating of Programs 

 
Land 

Strongly 
agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly 

disagree 
Don’t  
know 

1 Assistance to properties 83 192 6 13 4 18 
2 Grants of $30,000 53 194 16 27 7 19 
3 Provision tools & information 97 182 2 21 3 10 
4 Satellite data 78 199 9 21 4 5 
5 Emergency weed control 160 146 1 4 3 2 
6 Roadside wash down 97 191 4 11 4 9 
7 Maps old mine sites 86 189 8 17 6 10 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 91 178 10 27 6 4 
 
Water Issues 

      

1 Wetland types & values 93 185 5 19 6 8 
2 Monitor health of rivers 83 202 5 19 3 4 
3 Water quality Walsh 100 159 12 10 4 31 
4 Health of fish etc 101 185 5 18 2 5 
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient runoff 92 173 4 28 8 11 
6 Freshwater Saw Fish 47 166 15 46 5 37 
 
Marine 

      

1 Karumba fish takes 116 177 1 12 2 8 
2 Ghost nets 184 118 3 4 1 6 
3 Alarm devices 91 178 9 14 6 18 
 
Indigenous 

      

1 Management centres 41 146 13 64 20 32 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 69 177 4 35 9 22 
3 Mapping special places 68 166 12 38 12 20 
4 Care for country 55 180 9 48 13 11 
 
Other Matters 

      

1 Website for schools 97 193 1 11 4 10 
2 Information program 76 221 5 9 - 5 
3 Input to government policies 85 203 10 10 1 7 
4 New technologies & ideas 70 228 3 9 1 5 
5 Employment staff 81 207 2 18 2 6 

 
Those with more than 80 ranking ‘very important’ are marked with a box.  They were: 

�  Ghost nets    184 
�  Emergency weed control  160 
�  Karumba fish takes  116 
�  Health of fish etc in rivers    101 
�  Water quality Walsh    100 
�  Website for schools    97 
�  Provision tools & information   97 
�  Roadside wash down    97 

 
The following table sets out the program rating scores by catchment area. 
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Table #17 – Rating of Programs by Catchment Area 

  Mitchell Norman Gilbert/Staaten Total 
 No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Assist properties map 
Strongly disagree 3 2% 1 1%   0% 4 1% 
Disagree 5 3% 7 8% 1 1% 13 4% 
Neither 2 1% 2 2% 2 3% 6 2% 
Agree 91 59% 56 63% 45 62% 192 61% 
Strongly agree 44 29% 18 20% 21 29% 83 26% 
Don’t know 9 6% 5 6% 4 5% 18 6% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Grants 
Strongly disagree 3 2% 4 4%   0% 7 2% 
Disagree 8 5% 12 13% 7 10% 27 9% 
Neither 5 3% 10 11% 1 1% 16 5% 
Agree 96 62% 42 47% 56 77% 194 61% 
Strongly agree 36 23% 13 15% 4 5% 53 17% 
Don’t know 6 4% 8 9% 5 7% 19 6% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Provide Tools         

Strongly disagree 2 1% 1 1%   0% 3 1% 
Disagree 7 5% 8 9% 6 8% 21 7% 
Neither 2 1% 1 1%   0% 3 1% 
Agree 89 58% 52 58% 41 56% 182 58% 
Strongly agree 50 32% 22 25% 25 34% 97 31% 
Don’t know 4 3% 5 6% 1 1% 10 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Satellite Info         
Strongly disagree 3 2% 1 1%   0% 4 1% 
Disagree 10 6% 8 9% 3 4% 21 7% 
Neither 3 2% 2 2% 4 5% 9 3% 
Agree 88 57% 62 70% 49 67% 199 63% 
Strongly agree 49 32% 13 15% 16 22% 78 25% 
Don’t know 1 1% 3 3% 1 1% 5 2% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Emergency Weed         
Strongly disagree 1 1% 2 2%   0% 3 1% 
Disagree   0% 2 2% 2 3% 4 1% 
Neither   0% 1 1%   0% 1 0% 
Agree 59 38% 45 51% 42 58% 146 46% 
Strongly agree 93 60% 38 43% 29 40% 160 51% 
Don’t know 1 1% 1 1%   0% 2 1% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Roadside Wash down        
Strongly disagree 3 2%   0% 1 1% 4 1% 
Disagree 1 1% 6 7% 4 5% 11 3% 
Neither 2 1% 2 2%   0% 4 1% 
Agree 83 54% 60 67% 48 66% 191 60% 
Strongly agree 60 39% 19 21% 18 25% 97 31% 
Don’t know 5 3% 2 2% 2 3% 9 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 
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Table #17 – Rating of Programs by Catchment Area Cont’d 

  Mitchell Norman Gilbert/Staaten Total 
 No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Mine Sites         

Strongly disagree 3 2% 2 2% 1 1% 6 2% 
Disagree 3 2% 5 6% 9 12% 17 5% 
Neither 4 3% 3 3% 1 1% 8 3% 
Agree 88 57% 51 57% 50 68% 189 60% 
Strongly agree 53 34% 25 28% 8 11% 86 27% 
Don’t know 3 2% 3 3% 4 5% 10 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Locate Wildlife         
Strongly disagree 3 2% 2 2% 1 1% 6 2% 
Disagree 7 5% 7 8% 13 18% 27 9% 
Neither 6 4% 4 4%   0% 10 3% 
Agree 76 49% 50 56% 52 71% 178 56% 
Strongly agree 61 40% 23 26% 7 10% 91 29% 
Don’t know 1 1% 3 3%   0% 4 1% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Identify Wetlands         
Strongly disagree 2 1% 3 3% 1 1% 6 2% 
Disagree 4 3% 9 10% 6 8% 19 6% 
Neither   0% 2 2% 3 4% 5 2% 
Agree 89 58% 45 51% 51 70% 185 59% 
Strongly agree 56 36% 27 30% 10 14% 93 29% 
Don’t know 3 2% 3 3% 2 3% 8 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Health of Rivers         
Strongly disagree 1 1% 2 2%   0% 3 1% 
Disagree 5 3% 6 7% 8 11% 19 6% 
Neither 2 1% 2 2% 1 1% 5 2% 
Agree 92 60% 54 61% 56 77% 202 64% 
Strongly agree 53 34% 25 28% 5 7% 83 26% 
Don’t know 1 1%   0% 3 4% 4 1% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Walsh River         
Strongly disagree   0% 4 4%   0% 4 1% 
Disagree 3 2% 2 2% 5 7% 10 3% 
Neither 1 1% 5 6% 6 8% 12 4% 
Agree 61 40% 50 56% 48 66% 159 50% 
Strongly agree 81 53% 15 17% 4 5% 100 32% 
Don’t know 8 5% 13 15% 10 14% 31 10% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Health of fish, etc         
Strongly disagree   0% 2 2%   0% 2 1% 
Disagree 4 3% 6 7% 8 11% 18 6% 
Neither 2 1%   0% 3 4% 5 2% 
Agree 82 53% 57 64% 46 63% 185 59% 
Strongly agree 63 41% 24 27% 14 19% 101 32% 
Don’t know 3 2%   0% 2 3% 5 2% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 
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Table #17 – Rating of Programs by Catchment Area Cont’d 

  Mitchell Norman Gilbert/Staaten Total 
 No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Reduce Run Off         

Strongly disagree 4 3% 3 3% 1 1% 8 3% 
Disagree 9 6% 6 7% 13 18% 28 9% 
Neither   0% 1 1% 3 4% 4 1% 
Agree 72 47% 52 58% 49 67% 173 55% 
Strongly agree 65 42% 22 25% 5 7% 92 29% 
Don’t know 4 3% 5 6% 2 3% 11 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Saw Fish         
Strongly disagree 2 1% 3 3%   0% 5 2% 
Disagree 18 12% 12 13% 16 22% 46 15% 
Neither 4 3% 5 6% 6 8% 15 5% 
Agree 78 51% 54 61% 34 47% 166 53% 
Strongly agree 33 21% 10 11% 4 5% 47 15% 
Don’t know 19 12% 5 6% 13 18% 37 12% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Karumba Fish Takes        
Strongly disagree 1 1% 1 1%   0% 2 1% 
Disagree 6 4% 3 3% 3 4% 12 4% 
Neither   0% 1 1%   0% 1 0% 
Agree 85 55% 38 43% 54 74% 177 56% 
Strongly agree 60 39% 45 51% 11 15% 116 37% 
Don’t know 2 1% 1 1% 5 7% 8 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Ghost nets         
Strongly disagree   0% 1 1%   0% 1 0% 
Disagree 2 1% 1 1% 1 1% 4 1% 
Neither   0% 2 2% 1 1% 3 1% 
Agree 41 27% 35 39% 42 58% 118 37% 
Strongly agree 110 71% 48 54% 26 36% 184 58% 
Don’t know 1 1% 2 2% 3 4% 6 2% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Alarm Devices         
Strongly disagree 2 1% 4 4%   0% 6 2% 
Disagree 6 4% 5 6% 3 4% 14 4% 
Neither 3 2%   0% 6 8% 9 3% 
Agree 78 51% 52 58% 48 66% 178 56% 
Strongly agree 58 38% 25 28% 8 11% 91 29% 
Don’t know 7 5% 3 3% 8 11% 18 6% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Management Centres        
Strongly disagree 10 6% 8 9% 2 3% 20 6% 
Disagree 24 16% 18 20% 22 30% 64 20% 
Neither 7 5% 3 3% 3 4% 13 4% 
Agree 67 44% 47 53% 32 44% 146 46% 
Strongly agree 27 18% 10 11% 4 5% 41 13% 
Don’t know 19 12% 3 3% 10 14% 32 10% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 
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Table #17 – Rating of Programs by Catchment Area Cont’d 

  Mitchell Norman Gilbert/Staaten Total 
 No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Youth “ On Country”         

Strongly disagree 5 3% 4 4%   0% 9 3% 
Disagree 10 6% 8 9% 17 23% 35 11% 
Neither   0% 1 1% 3 4% 4 1% 
Agree 89 58% 51 57% 37 51% 177 56% 
Strongly agree 42 27% 20 22% 7 10% 69 22% 
Don’t know 8 5% 5 6% 9 12% 22 7% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Map Special Places        
Strongly disagree 5 3% 6 7% 1 1% 12 4% 
Disagree 11 7% 12 13% 15 21% 38 12% 
Neither 5 3% 3 3% 4 5% 12 4% 
Agree 78 51% 48 54% 40 55% 166 53% 
Strongly agree 46 30% 16 18% 6 8% 68 22% 
Don’t know 9 6% 4 4% 7 10% 20 6% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Look After Special Places        
Strongly disagree 5 3% 7 8% 1 1% 13 4% 
Disagree 17 11% 14 16% 17 23% 48 15% 
Neither 2 1% 5 6% 2 3% 9 3% 
Agree 83 54% 50 56% 47 64% 180 57% 
Strongly agree 39 25% 11 12% 5 7% 55 17% 
Don’t know 8 5% 2 2% 1 1% 11 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

School Website         
Strongly disagree 3 2% 1 1%   0% 4 1% 
Disagree 4 3% 5 6% 2 3% 11 3% 
Neither 1 1%   0%   0% 1 0% 
Agree 84 55% 55 62% 54 74% 193 61% 
Strongly agree 58 38% 27 30% 12 16% 97 31% 
Don’t know 4 3% 1 1% 5 7% 10 3% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Info to Community         
Disagree 4 3% 3 3% 2 3% 9 3% 
Neither 3 2% 1 1% 1 1% 5 2% 
Agree 99 64% 59 66% 63 86% 221 70% 
Strongly agree 46 30% 24 27% 6 8% 76 24% 
Don’t know 2 1% 2 2% 1 1% 5 2% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Help Resource Managers        
Strongly disagree   0% 1 1%   0% 1 0% 
Disagree 2 1% 2 2% 6 8% 10 3% 
Neither 5 3% 1 1% 4 5% 10 3% 
Agree 92 60% 63 71% 48 66% 203 64% 
Strongly agree 52 34% 19 21% 14 19% 85 27% 
Don’t know 3 2% 3 3% 1 1% 7 2% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 
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Table #17 – Rating of Programs by Catchment Area Cont’d 

  Mitchell Norman Gilbert/Staaten Total 
 No. % No. % No. % No. % 

New Technology         
Strongly disagree 1 1%   0%   0% 1 0% 
Disagree 3 2% 3 3% 3 4% 9 3% 
Neither 3 2%   0%   0% 3 1% 
Agree 99 64% 66 74% 63 86% 228 72% 
Strongly agree 44 29% 19 21% 7 10% 70 22% 
Don’t know 4 3% 1 1%   0% 5 2% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 

Employ Staff         
Strongly disagree   0% 2 2%   0% 2 1% 
Disagree 10 6% 5 6% 3 4% 18 6% 
Neither   0%   0% 2 3% 2 1% 
Agree 95 62% 56 63% 56 77% 207 66% 
Strongly agree 46 30% 25 28% 10 14% 81 26% 
Don’t know 3 2% 1 1% 2 3% 6 2% 

Total 154 100% 89 100% 73 100% 316 100% 
 
It should be noted that given the sample size, smaller percentage differences would not be 
significant, at a 95% level of confidence. 
 
The following sets out the ‘Strongly agree’ by area. 
 

Table #18 – % Scores Strongly Agree by Area 

 Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Total 
 % % % % 
51 Assist properties map 29 29 20 26 
52 Grants 23 5 15 17 
53 Provide Tools 32 34 25 31 
54 Satellite Info  32 22 15 25 
55 Emergency Weed 60 40 43 51 
56 Roadside Wash down 39 25 21 31 
57 Mine Sites 34 11 28 27 
58 Local Wildlife 40 10 26 29 
61 Identify Wetlands 36 14 34 29 
62 Health Rivers 34 7 28 26 
63 Walsh River 53 5 17 32 
64 Health of fish, etc 41 19 27 32 
65 Reduce Run Off 42 7 25 29 
66 Saw Fish 21 5 11 15 
71 Karumba Fish 39 15 51 37 
72 Ghost nets 71 36 54 58 
73 Alarm Devices 38 11 28 29 
81 Management Centres 18 5 11 13 
82 Youth “On country” 27 10 22 22 
83 Map Special Places 30 8 18 22 
84 Look After Places 25 7 12 17 
91 School Website 38 16 30 31 
92 Info to Community 30 8 27 24 
93 Help Resource Managers 34 19 21 27 
94 New Technology 29 10 21 22 
95 Employ Staff 30 14 28 26 

 
The boxes mark the first nine in each area.   
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The following table ranks for each area. 
 

Table #19 – Top Ratings ‘Strongly Agree’ with Programs 

Total Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
* Ghost nets * Ghost nets * Emergency Weed * Ghost nets 
* Emergency Weed * Emergency Weed * Ghost nets * Karumba Fish 
* Karumba Fish * Walsh River * Provide Tools * Emergency Weed 
* Health of fish, etc Reduce Run Off Assist properties map * Identify Wetlands 
* Walsh River * Health of fish, etc * Roadside Wash down * Schools Website 
* Schools Website Locate Wildlife Satellite Info Mine Sites 
* Provide Tools * Karumba Fish * Health of fish, etc Health Rivers 
* Roadside Wash down * Roadside Wash down Help Resource Managers Alarm Devices 
* Identify Wetlands * Schools Website * Schools Website Employ Staff 

* Note : Gives those common to the total. 
 
First, it should be noted that overall, the proportion of ‘Strongly agree’ responses tended to 
be higher for the Mitchell and lowest for the Gilbert/Staaten. 
 
Although quite a few of the top listings were common to all three areas, there were 
significant variations. 
 
The following provides ‘mean’ scores where ‘Strongly agree’ = 5, ‘Agree’ = 4, ‘Neither’ = 3, 
‘Disagree’ = 2, ‘Strongly disagree’ = 1, and ‘Don’t know’ is excluded. 
 

Table #20 – Rating of Programs 

 Mean Score  
Land   
1 Assistance to properties 4.13  
2 Grants of $30,000 3.97  
3 Provision tools & information 4.14  
4 Satellite data 4.05  
5 Emergency weed control 4.45  
6 Roadside wash down 4.19  
7 Maps old mine sites 4.08  
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 4.03  
Water Issues   
1 Wetland types & values 4.10  
2 Monitor health of rivers 4.10  
3 Water quality Walsh 4.20  
4 Health of fish etc 4.17  
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient runoff 4.03  
6 Freshwater Saw Fish 3.73  
Marine   
1 Karumba fish takes 4.28  
2 Ghost nets 4.55  
3 Alarm devices 4.12  
Indigenous   
1 Management centres 3.44  
2 Youth on ‘country’ 3.89  
3 Mapping special places 3.82  
4 Care for country 3.71  
Other Matters   
1 Website for schools 4.20  
2 Information program 4.17  
3 Input to government policies 4.17  
4 New technologies & ideas 4.15  
5 Employment staff 4.12  
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The following table ranks the responses. 
 

Table #21 – Rating of Programs 

 Mean Score  
  1 Ghost nets 4.55  
  2 Emergency weed control 4.45  
  3 Karumba fish takes 4.28  
  4Website for schools 4.20  
  5 Water quality Walsh 4.20  
  6 Roadside wash down 4.19  
  7 Information program 4.17  
  8 Input to government policies 4.17  
  9 Health of fish etc 4.17  
10 New technologies & ideas 4.15  
11 Provision tools & information 4.14  
12 Assistance to properties 4.13  
13 Alarm devices 4.12  
14 Employment staff 4.12  
15 Wetland types & values 4.10  
16 Monitor health of rivers 4.10  
17 Maps old mine sites 4.08  
18 Satellite data 4.05  
19 Reduce sediment & nutrient runoff 4.03  
20 Variety & distribution wildlife 4.03  
21 Grants of $30,000 3.97  
22 Youth on ‘country’ 3.89  
23 Mapping special places 3.82  
24 Freshwater Saw Fish 3.73  
25 Care for country 3.71  
26 Management centres 3.44  

 
A score of over 3.0 means that responses are, on balance, favourable.  The range of mean 
scores is not great and all are above 3.0. 

 
The top 3 are the same as for the ‘Strongly agree’ ranking.  However, “Health of fish in 
rivers” and “Provision of tools and information” comes down. 
 
This indicates that while some are enthusiastic and ‘Strongly agree’ about the ‘Health of 
fish in rivers’ and “Provision of Tools and Information” program, there were those who were 
significantly less enthusiastic. 
 
“Information program” and “Input to government policies” comes up the scale. 
 
The following gives ‘mean score’ responses by catchment area. 
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Table #22 – Rating ‘Mean’ Score by Catchment Area 

 Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 

Land    
1 Assistance to properties 4.16 4.25 3.99 
2 Grants of $30,000 4.04 3.84 3.59 
3 Provision tools & information 4.19 4.18 4.02 
4 Satellite data 4.11 4.08 3.91 
5 Emergency weed control 4.59 3.34 3.31 
6 Roadside wash down 4.32 4.10 4.06 
7 Maps old mine sites 4.23 3.80 4.07 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 4.21 3.70 3.99 

Water Issues    
1 Wetland types & values 4.28 3.89 3.98 
2 Monitor health of rivers 4.25 3.83 4.06 
3 Water quality Walsh 4.51 3.81 3.92 
4 Health of fish etc 4.35 3.93 4.07 
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient runoff 4.23 3.62 4.00 
6 Freshwater Saw Fish 3.90 3.43 3.67 

Marine    
1 Karumba fish takes 4.30 4.07 4.40 
2 Ghost nets 4.69 4.33 4.47 
3 Alarm devices 4.25 3.94 4.03 

Indigenous    
1 Management centres 3.57 3.22 3.38 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 4.05 3.53 3.89 
3 Mapping special places 4.03 3.53 3.66 
4 Care for country 3.92 3.53 3.51 

Other Matters    
1 Website for schools 4.27 4.12 4.16 
2 Information program 4.23 4.01 4.20 
3 Input to government policies 4.28 3.97 4.13 
4 New technologies & ideas 4.21 4.01 4.15 
5 Employment staff 4.17 4.03 4.10 

�  Note : Marks the 8 in each area. 
 
 
The following charts the above tables. 
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Chart 1 - Land
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Chart 2 - Water Issues
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Chart 3 - Marine
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Chart 4 - Indigenous
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Chart 5 - Other Matters
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There is substantial variation.  Again, it illustrates that the Gilbert/Mitchell catchment 
respondents tended to give lower overall ratings.  The following gives the top 8 mean 
scores in each catchment. 
 

Table #23 –Mean Scores by Catchment Area – Top 8 

Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
* Ghost nets * Ghost nets * Ghost nets 
* Weed Control Assist properties map * Karumba Fish 
* Walsh River Provision tools & information * Information program 
Health of fish, etc * Schools Website * Schools Website 
* Roadside wash down * Roadside wash down New technology 
* Karumba Fish Satellite Info * Government policies 
Identify Wetlands  * Karumba Fish Employment staff 
* Government policies Employment staff Health of fish, etc. 

* Note : Indicates those common to the total top 8 (see Table #21). 
 
An interesting feature is the degree to which the Norman catchment figures include the 
group of programs under the heading, “Other Matters”. 
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The following gives ‘mean’ scores by type of respondent. 
 

Table #24 – Rating ‘Mean’ Score by Type of Respondent 
  

Graziers Indig-
enous 

Farmers, 
etc 

Town 
Residents/ 
Business 

Govern-
ment 

Other 

Land       
1 Assistance to properties 4.16 4.75 4.05 4.06 4.22 3.87 
2 Grants of $30,000 3.53 4.63 4.00 3.81 4.03 3.73 
3 Provision tools & information 4.12 4.55 4.04 4.09 4.45 3.93 
4 Satellite data 3.91 4.45 4.01 4.04 4.20 4.07 
5 Emergency weed control 4.42 4.45 4.57 4.39 4.50 4.27 
6 Roadside wash down 4.03 4.45 4.28 4.16 4.23 4.27 
7 Maps old mine sites 3.71 4.55 4.15 4.09 4.31 4.20 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 3.52 4.60 4.06 4.05 4.50 4.20 

Water Issues       
1 Wetland types & values 3.70 4.60 4.28 4.01 4.52 4.13 
2 Monitor health of rivers 3.81 4.55 4.20 4.02 4.38 4.20 
3 Water quality Walsh 3.72 4.63 4.38 4.11 4.48 4.33 
4 Health of fish etc 3.84 4.50 4.29 4.16 4.37 4.20 
5 Reduce sediment &  
   nutrient runoff 

3.56 4.74 4.21 4.01 4.07 4.13 

6 Freshwater Saw Fish 3.50 4.56 3.61 3.68 3.96 4.07 

Marine       
1 Karumba fish takes 4.13 4.35 4.29 4.28 4.55 4.13 
2 Ghost nets 4.33 4.70 4.61 4.48 4.90 4.67 
3 Alarm devices 3.98 4.65 4.06 4.09 4.29 4.13 

Indigenous       
1 Management centres 3.08 4.65 3.30 3.35 3.90 3.42 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 3.37 4.70 3.95 3.91 4.07 3.86 
3 Mapping special places 3.30 4.75 3.95 3.76 4.03 3.73 
4 Care for country 3.37 4.70 3.71 3.60 4.07 3.87 

Other Matters       
1 Website for schools 4.03 4.47 4.24 4.17 4.41 4.13 
2 Information program 4.00 4.47 4.16 4.18 4.30 4.20 
3 Input to government policies 4.05 4.26 4.25 4.15 4.17 4.20 
4 New technologies & ideas 4.06 4.37 4.15 4.13 4.30 4.07 
5 Employment staff 3.92 4.37 4.22 4.07 4.31 4.13 

�  Note : Marks the highest mean scores. 
 
Again, responses varied.  The relatively small indigenous sample had high ‘mean’ ratings 
overall and graziers by and large, lower ‘mean’ ratings. 
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4.2 RATING OF THREE MOST IMPORTANT 

The following gives responses to Question 10. 
 

Table #25 – Rating of Three Most Important 

 
Land 

Most 
Important 

2nd  Most 
Important 

3rd  Most 
Important 

Total 

1 Assistance to properties 26 10 12 48 
2 Grants of $30,000 1 5 1 7 
3 Provision tools & information 33 12 15 60 
4 Satellite data 4 5 5 14 
5 Emergency weed control 35 27 20 82 
6 Roadside wash down 9 11 2 22 
7 Maps old mine sites 3 7 6 16 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 6 10 2 18 
 
Water Issues 

    

1 Wetland types & values 29 27 19 75 
2 Monitor health of rivers 18 21 13 52 
3 Water quality Walsh 18 17 11 46 
4 Health of fish etc 15 22 9 46 
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient runoff 5 10 10 25 
6 Freshwater saw fish 1 2 4 7 
 
Marine 

    

1 Karumba fish takes 26 9 29 63 
2 Ghost nets 21 32 43 96 
3 Alarm devices 4 3 7 14 
 
Indigenous 

    

1 Management centres 4 7 4 15 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 6 7 8 21 
3 Mapping special places 7 9 11 27 
4 Care for country 1 3 2 6 
 
Other Matters 

    

1 Website for schools 12 24 29 65 
2 Information program 2 2 5 9 
3 Input to government policies 3 6 9 18 
4 New technologies & ideas 3 1 6 10 
5 Employment staff 4 3 6 13 

 
It is notable that not one program did not score at least one 1st, 2nd or 3rd, most important 
rating, indicating that all are the most important for one or more respondents. 
 
Highest total number of ratings (combined 1st, 2nd and 3rd) were: 

�  Ghost nets    96 
�  Emergency weed control  82 
�  Wetland types & values  75 
�  School websites   65 
�  Karumba fish takes  63 
�  Provision tools & information 60 
�  Monitor health of rivers  52 

 
It should be noted however, that there are some differences between the ‘Most important’ 
and the ‘Total’. 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2006  

 

 

J1936 23 

 

 
While ‘School websites’ scored strongly in total, they were not in the top seven of ‘Most 
important’, but came in strongly as second and third mentions.  The same applied to ‘Ghost 
nets’. 
 
On the other hand, ‘Assistance to properties’ and ‘Water quality Walsh River’ were among 
the top seven ‘Most important’ mentions. 
 
The 16 special indigenous community responses did not complete this question or 
completed it in a different way. 
 
The following gives responses by catchment area. 
 

Table #26 – Rating of Three Most Important by Catchment Area – 1st  Most Important 

 Most Important Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Total 
Land No. % No. % No. % No. % 

1 Assist properties map 8 5% 10 14% 8 9% 26 8% 

2 Grants of $30,000 1 1%  - 0%  - 0% 1 0% 
3 Provision tools & info 5 3% 16 22% 12 13% 33 10% 
4 Satellite data 2 1% 2 3%  - 0% 4 1% 
5 Emergency weed control 19 12% 9 12% 7 8% 35 11% 
6 Roadside wash down 4 3% 2 3% 3 3% 9 3% 
7 Maps old mine sites 2 1%  - 0% 1 1% 3 1% 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 4 3%  - 0% 2 2% 6 2% 
Water Issues         
1 Wetland types & values 19 12% 6 8% 4 4% 29 9% 
2 Monitor health of rivers 11 7% 2 3% 5 6% 18 6% 
3 Water quality Walsh 16 10% 1 1% 1 1% 18 6% 
4 Health of fish etc 3 2% 9 12% 3 3% 15 5% 
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient 
runoff 5 3%  - 0%  - 0% 5 2% 

6 Freshwater saw fish 1 1%  - 0%  - 0% 1 0% 
Marine         
1 Karumba fish takes 5 3% 2 3% 19 21% 26 8% 
2 Ghost nets 8 5% 5 7% 8 9% 21 7% 
3 Alarm devices - 0% - 0% - 0% - 0% 
Indigenous         
1 Management centres  - 0%  - 0% 4 4% 4 1% 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 3 2% 1 1% 2 2% 6 2% 
3 Mapping special places 5 3% 2 3%  - 0% 7 2% 
4 Care for country  - 0%  - 0% 1 1% 1 0% 
Other Matters         
1 Website for schools 7 5% 3 4% 2 2% 12 4% 
2 Information program  - 0% 1 1% 1 1% 2 1% 
3 Input to government policies 1 1% 1 1% 1 1% 3 1% 
4 New technologies & ideas 1 1% 1 1% 1 1% 3 1% 
5 Employment staff 1 1%  - 0% 3 3% 4 1% 

Total 154 100% 73 100% 89 100% 316 100% 

�  Note : Marks top 4. 
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 2nd Most Important Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Total 
Land No. % No. % No. % No. % 
1 Assist properties map 5 3% 1 1% 4 4% 10 3% 
2 Grants of $30,000 3 2% 2 3%   0% 5 2% 
3 Provision tools & info 2 1% 6 8% 4 4% 12 4% 
4 Satellite data 2 1% 3 4%   0% 5 2% 
5 Emergency weed control 11 7% 14 19% 2 2% 27 9% 
6 Roadside wash down 4 3% 5 7% 2 2% 11 3% 
7 Maps old mine sites 2 1%   0% 5 6% 7 2% 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 7 5% 1 1% 2 2% 10 3% 
Water Issues         
1 Wetland types & values 14 9% 3 4% 10 11% 27 9% 
2 Monitor health of rivers 14 9% 3 4% 4 4% 21 7% 
3 Water quality Walsh 15 10% 2 3%   0% 17 5% 
4 Health of fish etc 9 6% 7 10% 6 7% 22 7% 
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient 
runoff 4 3%   0% 6 7% 10 3% 
6 Freshwater saw fish 1 1%   0% 1 1% 2 1% 
Marine         
1 Karumba fish takes 3 2% 2 3% 4 4% 9 3% 
2 Ghost nets 14 9% 9 12% 9 10% 32 10% 
3 Alarm devices 1 1%   0% 2 2% 3 1% 
Indigenous         
1 Management centres 4 3%   0% 3 3% 7 2% 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 2 1% 3 4% 2 2% 7 2% 
3 Mapping special places 4 3% 1 1% 4 4% 9 3% 
4 Care for country 1 1%   0% 2 2% 3 1% 
Other Matters         
1 Website for schools 4 3% 7 10% 13 15% 24 8% 
2 Information program 2 1%   0%   0% 2 1% 
3 Input to government policies 1 1% 4 5% 1 1% 6 2% 
4 New technologies & ideas   0%   0% 1 1% 1 0% 
5 Employment staff 2 1%   0% 1 1% 3 1% 

Total 154 100% 73 100% 89 100% 316 100% 
 

 3rd Most Important Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Total 
Land No. % No. % No. % No. % 
1 Assist properties map 3 2% 4 5% 5 6% 12 4% 
2 Grants of $30,000   0%   0% 1 1% 1 0% 
3 Provision tools & info 7 5% 3 4% 5 6% 15 5% 
4 Satellite data   0% 3 4% 2 2% 5 2% 
5 Emergency weed control 6 4% 10 14% 4 4% 20 6% 
6 Roadside wash down 1 1%   0% 1 1% 2 1% 
7 Maps old mine sites 3 2% 2 3% 1 1% 6 2% 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 1 1% 1 1%   0% 2 1% 
Water Issues         
1 Wetland types & values 14 9% 1 1% 4 4% 19 6% 
2 Monitor health of rivers 8 5% 2 3% 3 3% 13 4% 
3 Water quality Walsh 9 6% 2 3%   0% 11 3% 
4 Health of fish etc 5 3% 2 3% 2 2% 9 3% 
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient 
runoff 7 5% 2 3% 1 1% 10 3% 
6 Freshwater saw fish 1 1% 1 1% 2 2% 4 1% 
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 3rd Most Important Cont’d Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Total 
Marine No. % No. % No. % No. % 
1 Karumba fish takes 18 12% 1 1% 10 11% 29 9% 
2 Ghost nets 15 10% 11 15% 17 19% 43 14% 
3 Alarm devices 3 2% 1 1% 3 3% 7 2% 
Indigenous         
1 Management centres 2 1% 2 3%   0% 4 1% 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 3 2% 1 1% 4 4% 8 3% 
3 Mapping special places 5 3% 1 1% 5 6% 11 3% 
4 Care for country 1 1% 1 1%   0% 2 1% 
Other Matters         
1 Website for schools 12 8% 9 12% 8 9% 29 9% 
2 Information program 1 1% 2 3% 2 2% 5 2% 
3 Input to government policies 3 2% 3 4% 3 3% 9 3% 
4 New technologies & ideas   0% 4 5% 2 2% 6 2% 
5 Employment staff 1 1% 3 4% 2 2% 6 2% 

Total 154 100% 73 100% 89 100% 316 100% 
 

 Total Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Total 
Land No. % No. % No. % No. % 
1 Assist properties map 16 3% 15 7% 17 6% 48 5% 
2 Grants of $30,000 4 1% 2 1% 1 0% 7 1% 
3 Provision tools & info 14 3% 25 11% 21 8% 60 6% 
4 Satellite data 4 1% 8 4% 2 1% 14 1% 
5 Emergency weed control 36 8% 33 15% 13 5% 82 9% 
6 Roadside wash down 9 2% 7 3% 6 2% 22 2% 
7 Maps old mine sites 7 2% 2 1% 7 3% 16 2% 
8 Variety & distribution wildlife 12 3% 2 1% 4 1% 18 2% 
Water Issues         
1 Wetland types & values 47 10% 10 5% 18 7% 75 8% 
2 Monitor health of rivers 33 7% 7 3% 12 4% 52 5% 
3 Water quality Walsh River 40 9% 5 2% 1 0% 46 5% 
4 Health of fish etc 17 4% 18 8% 11 4% 46 5% 
5 Reduce sediment & nutrient 
runoff 16 3% 2 1% 7 3% 25 3% 
6 Freshwater saw fish 3 1% 1 0% 3 1% 7 1% 
Marine         
1 Karumba fish takes 26 6% 5 2% 33 12% 64 7% 
2 Ghost nets 37 8% 25 11% 34 13% 96 10% 
3 Alarm devices 4 1% 1 0% 5 2% 10 1% 
Indigenous         
1 Management centres 6 1% 2 1% 7 3% 15 2% 
2 Youth on ‘country’ 8 2% 5 2% 8 3% 21 2% 
3 Mapping special places 14 3% 4 2% 9 3% 27 3% 
4 Care for country 2 0% 1 0% 3 1% 6 1% 
Other Matters         
1 Website for schools 23 5% 19 9% 23 9% 65 7% 
2 Information program 3 1% 3 1% 3 1% 9 1% 
3 Input to government policies 5 1% 8 4% 5 2% 18 2% 
4 New technologies & ideas 1 0% 5 2% 4 1% 10 1% 
5 Employment staff 4 1% 3 1% 6 2% 13 1% 

Total 462 100% 219 100% 267 100% 948 100% 

�  Note : Denotes 4 highest. 
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In ‘Most important’ there was substantial variation between areas with top four rankings 
being: 
 

Table #27 –1st Most Important Rankings by Catchment Area – Top 4 

Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
Emergency weed control Provision tools & information Karumba Fish 
Wetland types & values Assist properties map Provision tools & information 
Water quality Walsh River Emergency weed control Ghost nets 
Monitor health of rivers Health of fish etc. Assist properties map 

 
The Mitchell catchment area put a high priority on river/wetland matters, plus weeds, and 
the Gilbert/Staaten area on land management/weeds, plus health of fish stocks, etc.  The 
Norman catchment had mixed priority of land management and the Gulf marine issues of 
Karumba fish stocks and ghost nets. 
 
For the “Total” three most important by catchment area, there were also variations.  The 
following gives the top four rankings. 
 

Table #28 –Total Three Most Important Rankings by Catchment Area – Top 4 

Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
Wetland types & values Emergency weed control Ghost nets 
Water quality Walsh River Website for schools Karumba Fish 
Ghost nets Ghost nets Website for schools 
Emergency weed control Health of fish etc. Provision tools & information 

 
In the Mitchell catchment, compared with the ‘Most important’, ‘Ghost nets’ came up to 
replace ‘Health of rivers’. 
 
In the Gilbert catchment ‘Provision of tools’ came up to replace ‘Assist properties map’ and 
‘Website for schools’ to replace ‘Health of fish etc’. 
 
In the Norman catchment ‘Website for schools’ came up to replace ‘Assist properties map’. 
 
Appendix 4 gives ratings by type of respondent. 
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4.3 OTHER PROJECTS 

Appendix 2 gives a list of 149 responses about ‘Other’ projects the group should be 
undertaking. 
 
The following gives a summary/grouping of the response by catchment area.  It should be 
noted that the summary/grouping is only to give an idea of the numbers in broad 
categories. 
 
Readers interested in the actual suggestions should look at the listings in Appendix 2. 
 
Others might group and summarise the responses differently. 
 

Table #29 – Summary/Grouping of Responses – Other Projects the Group Should be Undertaking 

Mitchell Catchment Area   

 Control Measures  21 
 Weeds General, Rat tail, Lukina, Rubber vine. 10  
 Flying foxes, Cockatoos, dogs, dugongs, Toads, etc. killing green frogs. 8  
 Wash downs. 2  
 Pesticides. 1  

 Land Care  12 
 Stop logging/land clearing; Look after tobacco farms; Government not looking after 

National Parks; Tree plant boundaries; Soil erosion info farms; More tree planting; 
Keep good ground cover; Clear felling for sugar; Farm run off. 

  

 Rivers  10 
 Net fishing by professionals x 2; Rectify Walsh (Long toms); Mitchell; Care 

waterways; Keep cattle out; Wild rivers threats; Walsh creeds silting; Nigger Ck; 
Grants to restock. 

  

 Water Storage  6 
 Build dams; Farm storage 4  
 Find out quality bore water 2  

 Roads & Infrastructure  5 
 Better roads/bridges Mt Molloy; Trucks Mt Carbine; Build better to reduce run off   

 Fires  5 
 Better control   

 Heritage  5 
 Aboriginal culture taught/shared; GIS of sites. 4  
 Historical sites, Irvinebank. 1  

 Administration  5 
 Anti red tape; Bureaucracy; Easier access public information   

 Mines  4 
 Lobby to clean up; control; Prospectors info; Water table   

 Education  4 
 Coordinate with schools, Educate re nature; Promote ideas to schools.   

 Towns  3 
 Residential acreage Chillagoe; Better town services; Losing kids.   

 Tourism  2 
 Effects on services; Eco tourism   

 Indigenous Sites/Issues  2 
 Better control   

 Other  5 
 Examine leases; Assist farmers with EPA; Mangoes; Canvas community for ideas   
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Gilbert/Staaten Catchment   

 Landowners  8 
 Force/educate/help/talk to graziers control weeds/feral animals 4  
 Overstocking river banks 1  
 General/Field days 2  
 Control rubber vine 1  

 Dams  5 
 Build more dams/storages; Cumberland Dam   

 Indigenous Funds  3 
 Better management   

 Trucks  2 
 Mine trucks affecting Einasleigh roads; Triples on narrow   

 Administration  2 
 Monthly newsletter; Assist with applications   

 Environmental  2 
 Manage taking yabbies Kidston Dam; bird and wildlife habitats   

 Other  7 
 Use dole for weed eradication; Use wash down bays; Allow water tanks (as for 

SEQ); Don’t let rules greenies want; More knowledge collation; Old cemeteries and 
gravesites; Miners don’t get help. 

  

Norman Catchment   

 Fishing  16 
 Surveillance/Enforcement/Policing fish catchments; Not just recreational; Stop 

professionals; 24 hour flying surveillance; More officers; Bigger penalties nets; 
Catch not reliable; Restock Karumba rivers; Control Indonesians. 

  

 Control  9 
 Control/Eradicate/Manage weeds, rubber vine, ferals, wild cats; Cull crocs   

 Landowners  5 
 Educate; Direct assistance better to; Weed control; Erosion; Make more 

accountable for over stocking 
  

 Staffing/Employment  4 
 Locals only; Availability of skilled staffing; Employ people.   

 Awareness  3 
 More community awareness; More info to locals; Involve the kids   

 Tourism  2 
 Too much priority tourism; Stop camping river banks   

 Roads  2 
 Widen; Warning signs for tourists   

 Indigenous  2 
 Share info; Look after indigenous things   

 Dams/Water  2 
 Build more dams; Water supply   

 Funding  2 
 Better spending on health; Increase funding RAFD.   

 Other  2 
 Cultural; Wild Rivers let all have say; Mine run off into Gulf.   

 
The responses were very diverse.  (Note : Following figures in brackets give number of 
mentions.)  However, some dominant themes emerged particularly in relation to 
control/management: 

�  of weeds, feral animals, etc. (30). 
�  of fishing in the Gulf (especially in the Norman catchment) (22). 

 
Another theme was the use of landowners (educate/help/force) to achieve objectives of 
weed and feral control, erosion, etc. (13). 
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There was a particular concern in the Mitchell catchment about rivers (10). 
 
Water storage/dams etc. were mentioned in all catchments (13). 
 
Land care in relation to logging, tree clearing, and tree planting was strong in the Mitchell 
catchment (12). 
 
Roads were mentioned in all areas including more/better built to reduce run off/ but 
particular concerns about mining trucks at Mt Carbine and Einasleigh/mining triples on 
narrow roads in the Gilbert catchment/needs to widen and to warn tourists of dangers of 
narrow roads (9). 
 
Indigenous aspects were a common theme including culture being taught/shared/ 
identification and looking after of sites/better management of funds (10). 
 
Tourism aspects were also mentioned including its effects on services/need to promote eco 
tourism/too much priority/stop camping on river banks (4). 
 
Apart from road aspects, there were mentions of mining aspects (especially in the Mitchell 
catchment) about effects on bats/need to clean up/effects on water tables/ run off into Gulf, 
but also that prospectors needed information and that miners didn’t get the same help as 
graziers (6). 
 
Need for better community awareness and education including in schools, need for 
newsletters, etc. (9). 
 
There was a sub theme of need for economic development, losing kids, use the dole for 
weed eradication, and employ people on programs. 
 
Better control of fires was mentioned only in the Mitchell catchment (5). 
 
There were a number of mentions of historical sites, cemeteries, grave sites, etc. 
 
There was a number of mentions of concern about the Wild Rivers proposal. 
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4.4 OTHER COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS 

Appendix 3 gives other comments and suggestions. 
 
The following gives a summary/grouping. 
 

Table #30 – Summary/Grouping of Responses – Other Comments & Suggestions 

Funding/Control  15 
Bureaucracy; Accountable; Transparent; Action; Indigenous concern 11  
Must do job properly 3  
Moderation 1  

More Information  13 
Publicity/Marketing in papers, etc.   

Doing Good Work  11 
General; Better than southern NRM   

Landholders  7 
Need to work with; Education promote rural; Don’t increase regulation on; Field days 
properties; More government/industry cooperation 

  

Weeds  5 
More mapping; Use Google Earth; No rivers; Wash down compulsory   

Rivers/Wetlands/Dams  5 
Look after; Against ‘Wild Rivers’; Red Claw being taken from dam; More dams/weirs to hold 
water 

  

Indigenous  4 
Educate; Learn from; Retain culture; Eating saw fish   

Employment  3 
More work projects; Start croc farm; Encourage young to stay   

Wildlife  2 
Cane toads; Protect bats at mines   

Areas  2 
More Mt Molloy/Mitchell; Mt Lewis road.   

Community Involvement  2 
Get schools/community more involved; Chillagoe Alliance in the loop   

Tourism  2 
Monitor development; RACQ road updates   

Other  4 
Conservation not preservation; Littering; Soil erosion; Professional fishing limits   

 
The leading group of comments related to concerns about funding/control/accountability 
questions (15), followed by comments about need for more information (13), and 
compliments that the group was doing a god job. 
 
There was a range of other matters raised including observations about the need to work 
with landowners and rural industries and with traditional landowners indigenous people.  
There was also mention of working with other groups (eg. schools/conservation groups).   
 
A variety of comments relating to weeds, rivers, wetlands, dams and wildlife were received.
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APPENDIX 2 
 
Other Projects – 1st Mention 

Mitchell Catchment No. 

�  No response 57 

�  A good look into Karumba recreational fish takes - have noted mounds of grunter at the local tip 40kg and whole fish 1 

�  A pilot project to have Aboriginal culture taught in all schools to white and black alike. 1 

�  A way to find out quality of bore water.  DPI not active in our area. 1 

�  All bases covered 1 

�  All covered 2 

�  As long as the funding is not taken up with red tape and bureaucracy regarding employment of staff in accessing, 
coordination and involving. 1 

�  Better/proper road access into Gulf areas and up the Cape re cyclone affected area 1 

�  Bore water in the Gulf area 1 

�  Bounty for pigs/pests. 1 

�  Burning and weed control. 1 

�  Burning off creates fires - more education to rural fires - burning off causes more damage also creates threat as fires can 
get out of control. 1 

�  Can©t comment however would not like it to be a cost to fishermen 1 

�  Clean water and plenty of it. 1 

�  Collation of data which should be freely available and not be at a cost.  We pay taxes, are legally bound to fill in census 
forms etc, but we can©t get access to the data.  Why? 1 

�  Concentrate more on weeds - there©s an increase. 1 

�  Conserve nature more education needed 1 

�  Control/limit 4WD access into remote/rare areas to protect vegetation and wildlife. 1 

�  Creeks are silting - should be managed - pump sand out and sell it - this is causing flooding, must be pumped out.. 1 

�  Cultural issues need to be looked at and preserved. 1 

�  Disabled elderly people and the lack of funding for homes and facilities.  They are forced to go into the larger towns 
because of the lack of facilities available in small country towns. 1 

�  Easier access for general public to gather information. 1 

�  Eco tourism for the immediate Dimbulah. 1 

�  Effects of tourism on resources - water/sewerage - fluctuations in visitor numbers have a huge impact and need to be 
taken into account. 1 

�  Environment as a priority to be protected and water quality sustained/ecosystem - balance. 1 

�  Examine all leases/titles - Torrens system 1 

�  Fencing - Critical to fence the rivers to keep cattle out. 1 

�  Feral dogs are killing rock wallabies and wildlife. 1 

�  Feral pig control. 1 

�  Feral pig eradication program is required for the area 1 

�  Gill fishing nets and the use of needs to be looked at.  Very good fishing rules in NT 1 

�  Got enough to do. 1 

�  Green tree frogs - endangered species - due to pest animals - cane toads/pigs. 1 

�  Historical sites - Irvinebank 1 

�  If there©s a wish to share their indigenous culture with us - only reinforce/educate at a stimulating level to indigenous and 
non-indigenous - eco-education, practicality, camps, special sites - show the positives and negatives of maintaining. 1 

�  Increase work in the weed area - control and management of. 1 

�  Involved in tree planting through his job - he drills the holes - Council driven - seems to work well. 1 

�  Just need more action. 1 

�  Land clearing - stop loggings in forests and monitor what are the effects etc 1 

�  Looking after the rivers in the Cape - mining run off, transport in general, Council, road building - all could be done better to 
reduce run off into rivers. 1 

�  Lot more control of feral pigs and dingo.  All feral animals. 1 

�  Lots - too many 1 
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�  Maintenance of good ground cover needs enforcing. 1 

�  Managing Walsh River quality as the fish such as Long Tom have disappeared.  There is not enough being done to rectify 
the problems in the Walsh. 1 

�  Maybe coordinate with the schools more 1 

�  Mitchell River 1 

�  More GIS information for indigenous sites.  Can group existing without government funding. 1 

�  More land care and care of waterways 1 

�  More land for residential development for acreage development.  The only land available in Chillagoe is in town (¼ acre 
blocks) and land outside of town should be available to build on. 1 

�  More school partnerships to encourage student participation with river quality. 1 

�  More tree planting on boundaries and run off from land 1 

�  More work for children (teenagers) in communities 1 

�  Need a bridge at Mt Molloy - road taxes to be spent on roads. 1 

�  Need to attend to the rat tail weed 1 
�  Nothing has been done for the ex tobacco farmers to help them to look after their properties or set up alternative cash 

crops 1 

�  Only water 1 

�  Pesticides, control monitoring of usage 1 

�  Possibly provide a lobby role to assist farmers with EPA and Council rulings that affect the farms.   1 

�  Pretty right where they are. 1 

�  Rangers to look after government land (such as Lakefield).  Government tells graziers to look after their land and yet 
government not doing it themselves on their land. 1 

�  Restoration with soil erosion - information to farmers. 1 

�  Rubber vines - weed eradication 1 

�  Start fire control earlier - control burns so they don©t destroy vegetation. 1 

�  Stop land clearing. 1 

�  Stop netting by professionals in and around rivers and this has to stop immediately 1 

�  The building of more dams 1 

�  The Lukina weed should be declared a noxious weed and something should be done about the Rat Tailed Grass. 1 

�  They cover a broad area - improve roads and infrastructure - lobby. 1 

�  Too much bureaucracy.  To draw water from a river or clear timber off a fence line takes about 5 government departments 
and no one will make a decision. 1 

�  Trawl in off seasons to collect the nets. 1 

�  Tree planting access to more money 1 

�  Trucks and the lack of parking facilities in Carbine.  Big trucks are causing problems when they come over the bridge 
adjacent to the Roadhouse. 1 

�  Unbiased education school involvement - ideology 1 
�  Wallabies/Flying Foxes/Back and White Cockatoos - damage to trees and produce - some project to try and control pest 

animals. 1 

�  Wash down bay is badly signed - too many other signs near it. 1 

�  Water conservation 1 

�  Water storage for graziers and they can contribute funds - also helps to clean the water. 1 

�  Water Watch completely ineffective.  If you©re going to monitor, have the teeth and authority to follow through. 1 

�  Weirs - water storage on properties 1 
�  Whether Councils are monitoring what farmers use and make sure they don©t charge for what©s not being used/User pays 

basis 1 

�  Wild River projects are of concern because of their being so inflexible and threatening the viability of farmers. 1 

Gilbert/Staaten Catchment  

�  No response 42 

�  A lot of graziers should be forced to control feral animals on their properties. 1 

�  A project to control pest animals - dingoes and pigs. 1 

�  Attention to soil erosion and the reasons for it are being dealt with further down the track.  Grazing/land management if 
done correctly will assist river management. 1 

�  Bird conservation and habitats.  General wildlife habitat.  Needs to know what is where and why. 1 
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�  Cumberland Dam. 1 

�  Economic development. 1 

�  Erosion - a lot happening, more projects to address. 1 

�  Getting everyone to use wash downs, especially at entrances to National Parks. 1 

�  Good cross section at present. 1 

�  Help promote tourism in the area. 1 

�  However, funding and management for indigenous projects needs to be managed better 1 

�  However, funding for indigenous management projects so long as it©s not abused. 1 

�  Make graziers more accountable - some are, but most don©t - pest management, weeds and animals. 1 

�  Making sure we can keep on building dams. 1 

�  Mine trucks destroying suburban roads - Einasleigh. 1 

�  Monthly newsletter to communicate to community. 1 

�  More assistance with applications. 1 

�  More on water management. 1 

�  More research on property trials, field days. 1 

�  Must speak to land owners. 1 

�  No - doing a good job. 1 
�  No but funding of land and sea management centres in indigenous communities - agree only if they do the work, otherwise 

no. 1 

�  Old cemeteries and gravesites - mapping and look after.  Find out history etc. 1 

�  Over stocking in certain areas - river banks. 1 

�  Proper management of Kidston Dam.  Café owners go up with eskies and wipe out the red claw.  Getting wiped out before 
they have a chance to get in to the river system. 1 

�  Roads need to be made wider because of triple trucks. 1 

�  Rubber vine - eradication along waterways - have been doing their own project working with Council. 1 

�  Sounds they have covered everything. 1 

�  They are covering the major issues. 1 

�  They have enough to do. 1 

�  Use people on the dole to help with the work - weed eradication. 1 

Norman Catchment  

�  No response 52 

�  All covered by group 1 

�  Assistance not being directed adequately to properties 1 

�  Awareness of fish takes - regulations to govern not only recreational but commercial as well, and indigenous. 1 

�  Create employment working with the environment - rehab river banks and channel particularly after flooding 1 

�  Cultural ? 1 

�  Educating more on prevention of soil erosion. 1 

�  Eradication of feral animals and Madagascan rubber vine. 1 

�  Eradication of rubber vine in Gulf area 1 

�  Get more funding for graziers for chemicals for weed control.  Extra costs with diesel. 1 

�  Gulf fishing - balance and sustainability especially from Indonesian fishermen. 1 

�  Illegal fishing needs urgently addressed - penalties too easy. 1 

�  Indigenous need to share info/Put in a data base, sacred is not acceptable 1 

�  Lack of employment 1 

�  Look after the water and the land is the main thing 1 

�  Look at legal sizes of fish that©s being taken 1 

�  Looked at availability of staffing for project management 1 

�  More community awareness up this way - Normanton. 1 

�  More enforcement of quotas of catches, more fisheries officers in Gulf area 1 

�  More fisheries on the water - 24 hrs - flying surveillance - tonnes of fish going out and a dribble going in 1 
�  Northern Gulf Management Group get out of Georgetown and spread resources around the Gulf, not just concentrate on 

Georgetown 1 
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�  Not enough fisheries re policing - more action. 1 

�  Not relevant.  Look at Gulf Health services 1 

�  On land management, land holder more accountable and re over stocking. 1 

�  Professional fishing - not reliable on catch. 1 

�  RAFD for outback communities - increase funding. 1 

�  Re employment of staff by the group - should be undertaken by locals only. 1 

�  Restocking of fish at Karumba and other rivers too 1 

�  Roads and trucks using them.  Need roads widened. 1 

�  Should leave tourism alone - too much priority 1 

�  Skilled staffing re implementation and following through of all programs/projects 1 

�  Stop people camping on river banks emptying portable toilets into the rivers. 1 

�  Those mentioned - let©s see the results. 1 

�  Water supply. 1 

�  Weed control is a must.  Feral animal control. 1 

�  Weed management and control. 1 

�  Weed management as a back up to pastoralists 1 

�  Wild cats need to be looked at - big problem. 1 

Total  300 

 
Other Projects – 2nd Mention 

Mitchell Catchment No. 

�  No response 112 

�  Abundance of mangoes - selling price down - can they assist in any way. 1 

�  Catchment area planting to conserve water and the land. 1 

�  Clear felling of land for sugar cane and leaving no tree barriers. 1 
�  Fire North?  Already using a website to track fires not sure if run by NGRMG - very good.  Lobby EPA to clean up current 

mines - they have a mine - not sure of liability.  Monitor run off into Walsh. 1 

�  For indigenous sites - can group existing without government funding 1 

�  General fisheries management 1 

�  Government promotions of the ideas by the NGRM to schools and communities 1 

�  Help with weed control. 1 

�  In Herberton - Niggy Creek - is really bad compared to years ago. 1 

�  Keep up Ghost Net Project.   1 

�  Losing kids to cities 1 

�  Mining developing - need further controls to protect environment.  Lyssa Vicus (bats) - get dead bats on her property. 1 

�  More control on professional fishing in relation clearing crab pots, nets, etc. 1 

�  Need to attend to Rat Tail weed. 1 

�  Pollution of farmers© run off into reef. 1 

�  Prospectors - information and access to - made easier for hobbyists 1 

�  Rat tail weed 1 
�  Re grants, farmers should be more careful with their land in the first place and make sure that the nutrients are kept on 

their land 1 

�  Reduce water run off from mining from underground springs.  In the past, this has lowered the water table in the area. 1 

�  Restocking rivers - provide grants to farmers. 1 

�  Riverbanks, roadways, everything. 1 

�  Run off from land 1 
�  Spotted a koala out there - when it was really dry.  Try and control fires but does appreciate the need for burn off.  Fires 

quite severe when they come and destroy new and old trees - slowly thinning out. 1 

�  The black/white issue is a major problem and needs more effort to resolve.  Locking up areas is not working 1 

�  Use of local knowledge in a  more pro-active manner.  Community members should be canvassed more for their ideas. 1 
�  Wash down trucks at stations to help reduce weeds or blow.  Better funding for weeds (rubber vine) - seems to be half 

hearted effort. 1 

Gilbert/Staaten Catchment  

�  No response 64 

�  Already have plate full. 1 
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�  Don©t let rules that ©greenies© want to bring in. 1 

�  Educate property owners as they are accountable for their properties.  Pest control - pigs and kangaroos.  Dingoes used to 
keep them under control. 1 

�  Encouraging better water supplies to cattle in dry areas. 1 
�  Graziers not as aware of soil conservation/erosion as farmers who have greater emphasis on soil erosion which will flow to 

other issues. 1 

�  More dams. 1 

�  More knowledge collation. 1 

�  Provision of water tanks either free of charge or reduced prices such as available in SE corner. 1 
�  Rules should apply to all - the mines have different rules to graziers.  Graziers get information and resources - miners 

don©t. 1 

Norman Catchment  

�  No response 75 

�  Build more dams where people don©t live 1 

�  Crocs need culling. 1 

�  Ensure policing of mine run-off into pristine Gulf waters 1 

�  Fishery in Gulf - government to be lobbied to stop professional fishing. 1 

�  Follow up on Wild Rivers Act - "let everyone have a say". 1 

�  Grants to fishermen to police illegal fishing, do surveys, plenty of things we can do during off season. 1 

�  Involve the kids. 1 

�  Looking after indigenous things 1 

�  More awareness of land management without the price tag. 1 

�  More information to locals 1 

�  More work on weeds. 1 

�  Receives enough information - enough access. 1 
�  Some kind of signs to let tourists know to get right off the road when trucks and caravans are coming.  The narrow roads 

are very dangerous. 1 

�  Surveillance of illegal fishing in the Gulf. 1 

Total 300 
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APPENDIX 3 
 
Other Comments & Suggestions 

Mitchell Catchment No. 
�  No response 103 
�  All issues valid 1 
�  Cane toad eradication. 1 
�  Can©t hurry up bureaucracy - he does see progress. 1 
�  Don©t increase regulations for farmers.  Think most of this is wasteful, but hopes something comes out of it. 1 
�  Educate traditional owners to manage special places themselves 1 
�  Encourage young people to stay in the region 1 
�  Everything in moderation - people should be accountable. 1 
�  Funds need to be watched for indigenous management projects 1 
�  Google Earth and web - pin down weed outbreaks - like with fire project. 1 
�  Happy with what she gets. 1 
�  I believe in conservation, not preservation. 1 
�  I©m an experienced skipper - looking for a job 1 
�  Increase publicity/marketing. 1 
�  Indigenous people have great knowledge - more education to those who think they know everything - use this resource.  

Often based in remote areas can be used to monitor illegal activity. 1 
�  Keep it transparent. 1 
�  Keep up the good work. 2 
�  Make roadside wash down bays compulsory 1 
�  Make sure funds allocated aren©t squandered - that they©re used properly 1 
�  Monies need to be spent more on action rather than constant surveys. 1 
�  More conservation at Mt Molloy end of Mitchell River. 1 
�  More information in the local press 1 
�  More information required in all areas - local papers, Country Life 1 
�  More information should be sent out 1 
�  More publicity about what they do 1 
�  More work projects in communities 1 
�  Mt Lewis Rd - pristine rainforest which needs protection from developers and tourist operators 1 
�  Natural Resource Departments keeping schools and the community more involved 1 
�  Positive promotion in rural industries. 1 
�  Promotion 1 
�  Put Chillagoe Alliance in the loop and be included as Walsh goes through Chillagoe - also maybe monitor as a lot of mining 

taking place in the area 1 
�  Re mines - protect the bats.  Make sure bats don©t live in the mines. 1 
�  Soil erosion desperately needs addressing ASAP. 1 
�  To overcome rampant bureaucracy and make them accountable would be nice 1 
�  Weeds in rivers and dams need looking at 1 

Gilbert/Staaten Catchment  
�  No response 50 
�  As long as done properly. 1 
�  Better defined approach for outcome.  More cooperation between government and industry. 1 
�  Biggest problem is - got to be managed properly otherwise a waste of time and money. 1 
�  Competitions for younger kids - aim at kids on distance education. 1 
�  Doing a great job. 1 
�  Doing good job. 1 
�  Ensure there©s a strong degree of accountability. 1 
�  Field Days on different properties - do some best practice ideas. 1 
�  Funding for indigenous management projects so long as they©re managed properly and money not wasted as is often the 

case. 1 
�  Great job 1 
�  Happy with it all. 1 
�  Just worried about the Red Claw in the dam and stop Aboriginals from eating the freshwater saw fish and give them a 

chance to breed. 1 
�  Keep looking out for the wetlands and rivers. 1 
�  Land holders must have their say. 1 
�  Make graziers aware of lease commitments and education on how to manage their properties. 1 
�  More information about group - in newspapers. 1 
�  Push education, not just hand the money out. 1 
�  RACQ need to update road conditions, every 24 hours. 1 
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�  So long as it©s all done properly. 1 
�  They©re doing a good job. 1 
�  Very good job at the moment. 1 
�  Water situation must be addressed - more dams/weirs to hold the water. 1 
�  Would be handy to know what they are up to so when something comes up, he is aware if they are doing something. 1 
Norman Catchment  
No response 69 
All good things they want to do, but has to be done by locals at grass roots level.  They know what it©s about. 1 
Come up and see, have a look and take note of our situation. 1 
Don©t agree with locking up wild rivers, especially Norman River 1 
Don©t waste money on administration 1 
Get more information from southern catchment - Flinders. 1 
Headed in a good direction, more funding 1 
Information of NGRMG should be available and info through local newspapers 1 
Littering is a problem in certain areas. 1 
Looking after the indigenous culture 1 
Looking forward to be in touch 1 
Make themselves more well known, what they©re doing, how it was initiated, etc, in local paper and media 1 
More mapping of weeds - narrow the scale down 1 
Most important - tourism/development/recreational fishing - needs close monitoring 1 
Need more info about the group. 1 
Needs to be more in your face - more out there. 1 
Northern working very well, much better than the Southern 1 
Professional fishermen should have stricter boundaries - not so close to the coast. 1 
Start a crocodile farm, to get people off the streets 1 
Stop the Wild River Scheme. 1 
Too much goes to Aboriginal stuff already. 1 

Total 300 
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APPENDIX 4 
 
 
 
Table – Most Important Programs by Type of Person (Grouped) 

 
 

Graziers Indig- 
enous 

Farmers, 
Miners, 

Fishermen
, Tourist 

Operators 

Town 
Residents/ 
Businesse

s 

Govern-
ment & 

Conserv-
ation 

Other 
(mainly 
retirees) 

Total 

 No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

0 - - 12 60 7 9 5 5 - - - - 24 8 

Land               

1 Assistance to properties 11 17 1 5 3 4 8 8 2 7 1 7 26 8 

2 Grants of $30,000 - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - 1 0 

3 Provision tools & information 17 26 1 5 1 1 9 9 3 10 2 13 33 10 

4 Satellite data 1 2 - - 1 1 - - 2 7 - - 4 1 

5 Emergency weed control 11 17 - - 12 15 9 9 2 7 1 7 35 11 

6 Roadside wash down 2 3 - - 4 5 2 2 - - 1 7 9 3 

7 Maps old mine sites 1 2 - - - - 1 1 - - 1 7 3 1 

8 Variety & distribution wildlife - - - - 2 3 2 2 2 7 - - 6 2 

Water Issues               

1 Wetland types & values 4 6 - - 6 8 9 9 6 20 4 27 29 9 

2 Monitor health of rivers 1 2 - - 6 8 8 8 2 7 1 7 18 6 

3 Water quality Walsh 2 3 - - 8 10 4 4 2 7 2 13 18 6 

4 Health of fish etc 6 9 - - 5 6 3 3 1 3 - - 15 5 

5 Reduce sediment &  
   nutrient runoff 

1 2 - - 3 4 - - 1 3 - - 5 2 

6 Freshwater Saw Fish - - - - - - 1 1 - - - - 1 0 

Marine               

1 Karumba fish takes 2 3 1 5 7 9 15 14 1 3 - - 26 8 

2 Ghost nets 3 5 2 10 6 8 8 8 1 3 1 7 21 7 

3 Alarm devices - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Indigenous               

1 Management centres - - - - 1 1 2 2 1 3 - - 4 1 

2 Youth on ‘country’ - - 1 5 2 3 2 2 1 3 - - 6 2 

3 Mapping special places 1 2 1 5 - - 3 3 1 3 1 7 7 2 

4 Care for country - - 1 5 - - - - - - - - 1 0 

Other Matters               

1 Website for schools 1 2 - - 2 3 8 8 1 3 - - 12 4 

2 Information program - - - - 1 1 1 1 - - - - 2 1 

3 Input to government policies 1 2 - - 1 1 1 1 - - - - 3 1 

4 New technologies & ideas - - - - - - 2 2 1 3 - - 3 1 

5 Employment staff 1 2 - - 1 1 2 2 - - - - 4 1 

Total 66 100% 20 100% 80 100% 105 100% 30 100% 15 100% 316 100% 
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APPENDIX 4 Cont’d 
 
 
 
 
Table – 2nd Most Important Programs by Type of Person (Grouped) 

 
 

Graziers Indig- 
enous 

Farmers, 
Miners, 

Fishermen, 
Tourist 

Operators 

Town 
Residents/ 
Businesses 

Govern-ment 
& Conserv-

ation 

Other (mainly 
retirees) 

Total 

 No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

0 - - 12 60 7 9 5 5 - - - - 24 8 

Land               

1 Assistance to properties 1 2 - - 2 3 5 5 - - 2 13 10 3 

2 Grants of $30,000 1 2 - - - - 2 2 - - 2 13 5 2 

3 Provision tools & information 7 11 - - - - 4 4 1 3 - - 12 4 

4 Satellite data 3 5 - - - - 2 2 - - - - 5 2 

5 Emergency weed control 9 14 1 5 7 9 6 6 2 7 2 13 27 9 

6 Roadside wash down 8 12 - - 2 3 - - 1 3 - - 11 3 

7 Maps old mine sites 2 3 - - 1 1 4 4 - - - - 7 2 

8 Variety & distribution wildlife 2 3 - - 3 4 2 2 3 10 - - 10 3 

Water Issues               

1 Wetland types & values 4 6 - - 8 10 11 10 3 10 1 7 27 9 

2 Monitor health of rivers 3 5 - - 7 9 5 5 3 10 3 20 21 7 

3 Water quality Walsh 4 6 1 5 8 10 1 1 2 7 1 7 17 5 

4 Health of fish etc 3 5 - - 8 10 9 9 1 3 1 7 22 7 

5 Reduce sediment &  
   nutrient runoff 

- - - - 2 3 7 7 - - 1 7 10 3 

6 Freshwater Saw Fish 1 2 - - 1 1 - - - - - - 2 1 

Marine               

1 Karumba fish takes 2 3 - - 5 6 2 2 - - - - 9 3 

2 Ghost nets 3 5 1 5 6 8 14 13 7 23 1 7 32 10 

3 Alarm devices - - 1 5 1 1 1 1 - - - - 3 1 

Indigenous               

1 Management centres - - 2 10 2 3 2 2 1 3 - - 7 2 

2 Youth on ‘country’ - - - - - - 6 6 1 3 - - 7 2 

3 Mapping special places - - 1 5 2 3 3 3 3 10 - - 9 3 

4 Care for country - - 1 5 1 1 1 1 - - - - 3 1 

Other Matters               

1 Website for schools 8 12 - - 5 6 9 9 1 3 1 7 24 8 

2 Information program 1 2 - - - - 1 1 - - - - 2 1 

3 Input to government policies 3 5 - - - - 2 2 1 3 - - 6 2 

4 New technologies & ideas 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - 1 0 

5 Employment staff - - - - 2 3 1 1 - - - - 3 1 

Total 66 100% 20 100% 80 100% 105 100% 30 100% 15 100% 316 100% 
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APPENDIX 4 Cont’d 
 
 
 
 
Table –3rd Most Important Programs by Type of Person (Grouped) 

 
 

Graziers Indig- 
enous 

Farmers, 
Miners, 

Fishermen, 
Tourist 

Operators 

Town 
Residents/ 
Businesses 

Govern-ment 
& Conserv-

ation 

Other (mainly 
retirees) 

Total 

 No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

0 2 3 12 60 8 10 6 6 - - - - 28 9 

Land               

1 Assistance to properties 4 6 1 5 3 4 2 2 1 3 1 7 12 4 

2 Grants of $30,000 - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - 1 0 

3 Provision tools & information 6 9 - - 3 4 6 6 - - - - 15 5 

4 Satellite data 3 5 - - - - 2 2 - - - - 5 2 

5 Emergency weed control 6 9 - - 3 4 8 8 1 3 2 13 20 6 

6 Roadside wash down - - - - - - 1 1 - - 1 7 2 1 

7 Maps old mine sites 1 2 - - 3 4 1 1 1 3 - - 6 2 

8 Variety & distribution wildlife 1 2 - - - - - - - - 1 7 2 1 

Water Issues               

1 Wetland types & values 5 8 - - 9 11 4 4 - - 1 7 19 6 

2 Monitor health of rivers 1 2 - - 3 4 5 5 4 13 - - 13 4 

3 Water quality Walsh - - - - 6 8 2 2 2 7 1 7 11 3 

4 Health of fish etc 1 2 - - 2 3 2 2 1 3 3 20 9 3 

5 Reduce sediment &  
   nutrient runoff 

2 3 - - 3 4 4 4 - - 1 7 10 3 

6 Freshwater Saw Fish 1 2 - - - - 3 3 - - - - 4 1 

Marine               

1 Karumba fish takes 5 8 1 5 9 11 10 10 2 7 2 13 29 9 

2 Ghost nets 13 20 - - 8 10 15 14 6 20 1 7 43 14 

3 Alarm devices - - 1 5 1 1 4 4 1 3 - - 7 2 

Indigenous               

1 Management centres - - - - - - 2 2 2 7 - - 4 1 

2 Youth on ‘country’ - - - - 3 4 4 4 1 3 - - 8 3 

3 Mapping special places - - 4 20 3 4 1 1 3 10 - - 11 3 

4 Care for country - - 1 5 - - 1 1 - - - - 2 1 

Other Matters               

1 Website for schools 6 9 - - 9 11 12 11 2 7 - - 29 9 

2 Information program 2 3 - - - - 2 2 1 3 - - 5 2 

3 Input to government policies 2 3 - - 1 1 5 5 - - 1 7 9 3 

4 New technologies & ideas 4 6 - - 1 1 1 1 - - - - 6 2 

5 Employment staff 1 2 - - 1 1 2 2 2 7 - - 6 2 

Total 66 100% 20 100% 80 100% 105 100% 30 100% 15 100% 316 100% 
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APPENDIX 4 Cont’d 
 
 
 
 
Table –Total Most Important Programs by Type of Person (Grouped) 

 
 

Graziers Indig- 
enous 

Farmers, 
Miners, 

Fishermen, 
Tourist 

Operators 

Town 
Residents/ 
Businesses 

Govern-ment 
& Conserv-

ation 

Other (mainly 
retirees) 

Total 

 No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

0 2 1 36 60 22 9 16 5 - - 2 4 76 8 

Land               

1 Assistance to properties 16 8 2 3 8 3 15 5 3 3 4 9 48 5 

2 Grants of $30,000 1 1 - - 2 1 2 1 - - 2 4 7 1 

3 Provision tools & information 30 15 1 2 4 2 19 6 4 4 2 4 60 6 

4 Satellite data 7 4 - - 1 0 4 1 2 2 - - 14 2 

5 Emergency weed control 26 13 1 2 22 9 23 7 5 6 5 11 82 9 

6 Roadside wash down 10 5 - - 6 3 3 1 1 1 2 4 22 2 

7 Maps old mine sites 4 2 - - 4 2 6 2 1 1 1 2 16 2 

8 Variety & distribution wildlife 3 2 - - 5 2 4 1 5 6 1 2 18 2 

Water Issues               

1 Wetland types & values 13 7 - - 23 10 24 8 9 10 4 9 75 8 

2 Monitor health of rivers 5 3 - - 16 7 18 6 9 10 4 9 52 5 

3 Water quality Walsh 6 3 1 2 22 9 7 2 6 7 4 9 46 5 

4 Health of fish etc 10 5 - - 15 6 14 4 3 3 4 9 46 5 

5 Reduce sediment &  
   nutrient runoff 

3 2 - - 8 3 11 3 1 1 2 4 25 3 

6 Freshwater Saw Fish 2 1 - - 1 0 4 1 - - - - 7 1 

Marine               

1 Karumba fish takes 9 5 2 3 21 9 27 9 3 3 2 4 64 7 

2 Ghost nets 19 10 3 5 20 8 37 12 14 16 3 7 96 10 

3 Alarm devices - - 2 3 2 1 5 2 1 1 - - 10 1 

Indigenous               

1 Management centres - - 2 3 3 1 6 2 4 4 - - 15 2 

2 Youth on ‘country’ - - 1 2 5 2 12 4 3 3 - - 21 2 

3 Mapping special places 1 1 6 1 5 2 7 2 7 8 1 2 27 3 

4 Care for country - - 3 5 1 0 2 1 - - - - 6 1 

Other Matters               

1 Website for schools 15 8 - - 16 7 29 9 4 4 1 2 65 7 

2 Information program 3 2 - - 1 - 4 1 1 1 - - 9 1 

3 Input to government policies 6 3 - - 2 1 8 3 1 1 1 2 18 2 

4 New technologies & ideas 5 3 - - 1 - 3 1 1 1 - - 10 1 

5 Employment staff 2 1 - - 4 2 5 2 2 2 - - 13 1 

Total 198 100% 60 100% 240 100% 315 100% 90 100% 45 100% 948 100% 

�  Note : Denotes largest for that category. 
 


