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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

1.1 GENERAL  

Compass Research was asked to carry out a survey of 300 households in the Northern Gulf 
Resource Management Group (NGRMG) area, similar to that carried out late in 2006, especially to 
ascertain community reactions to where funds should best be spent and awareness and reactions to 
the NGRMG. 

 
1.2 METHODOLOGY 

Community Survey 
Latest local telephone books for the centres of Karumba and Normanton (which also includes 
stations in the area), Croydon Shire, Etheridge Shire, Mareeba and Atherton were obtained.  For the 
Mareeba and Atherton books, households were identified that were located in the catchment area of 
the Mitchell River. 
 
Random samples were taken of eligible numbers and up to four calls were made to seek an 
interview. 
 
Because of the comparatively large population in the upper Mitchell catchment area and a need to 
obtain a reasonably robust sample in centres like Karumba, Normanton, Croydon and Etheridge 
Shires, the sample in these centres was double that of the Mitchell catchment area from the 
Mareeba and Atherton books. 
 
No telephone book lists were available for Kowanyama.  However, based on some old information 
that contained family names, a limited list of numbers were identified.  These yielded 6 successful 
interviews.  This means that compared with population, the Kowanyama sample is very low. 
 
Where appropriate in this report, the sample is re-weighted to reflect true population relationships. 
 
Total target sample of interviews completed was 300. 
 
 

1.3 THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Questionnaire used is given as Appendix 1.  While wording about the programs was fairly tedious to 
read out, it was felt important to retain a precise wording about the programs as supplied by 
Northern Gulf Resource Management Group. 
 
 

1.4 TIMING 

Surveying was carried out as per usual market research practice over weekends during the daytime 
and during week evenings 5PM to 8PM.  However, it was found that in some areas, contact could be 
successfully made during week days and some of the interviews were at this time. 
 
Surveying was carried out from 11th October through to end October, 2008. 
 
 

1.5 ACCURACY 

A random sample of 300 provides a 95% level of confidence when results are about 50/50 that the 
true figure for the population will lie in the range + 5.7% points. 
 
Thus, smaller differences in figures may not be statistically significant. 
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2. SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS  
 
 

2.1 WHERE LIVE 

Respondents were distributed in broad groupings as follows. 
 

Table #1 – Where Live - Shire 

Locations No. % (cf 2006) 
Carpentaria Shire & Kowanyama 71 23% (27%) 
Croydon Shire 15 5% (4%) 
Etheridge Shire 75 25% (23%) 
Mareeba Shire 139 46% (45%) 
Total 300 100%  

 
To obtain significant samples, the less populated shires of Carpentaria, Croydon and Etheridge were 
artificially weighted.  Sample for Kowanyama is very low. 
 

Table #2 – Where Live - Catchment 

Locations No. % (cf 2006) 
Norman 88 29% (28%) 
Gilbert 75 25% (23%) 
Staaten - - - 
Mitchell 137 46% (49%) 
Total 300 100%  

 
 

2.2 WHAT BEST DESCRIBES 

Responses to Question 4 about what best describes the respondent were as follows. 
 

Table #3 – What Best Describes Respondent 

 No. % (cf 2006) 
Grazier 57 19% (21%) 
Indigenous person 11 4% (6%) 
Tourist operator 11 4% (7%) 
Miner 12 4% (3%) 
Fisherman 8 3% (3%) 
Farmer 39 13% (14%) 
Town resident 55 18% (19%) 
Business operator 42 14% (15%) 
Conservationist 11 4% (2%) 
Government employee 29 10% (9%) 
Other 25 9% (4%) 
Total 300 100%  

 
The sample is quite similar to the 2006 survey. 
 
Note:  If a respondent said they were retired, but was a fisherman, grazier, etc., it was put with that 
occupation. 
 
The following groups the previous table. 
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Table #4 – What Best Describes Respondent - Grouped  

 No.   
Grazier 56   
Indigenous person 11   
Tourist operator, Miner, Fisherman, Farmer 70   
Town resident, Business operator 97   
Conservationist, Government employee 40   
Other 26   
Total 300   

 
 

2.3 AGE & GENDER 

The sample was balanced, females 50%, males 50% (cf 2006 53% females). 
 
There was a distribution of responses among age groups with a tendency for middle age and older 
persons to respond. 
 

Table #5 – Age Groups 

Years Male Female  
18 - 24 Nil 1%  
25 - 34 3% 8%  
35 - 44 14% 14%  
45 - 54 10% 11%  
55 - 64 13% 11%  
65+ 10% 6%  
Total 50% 50%  

 
 

2.4 HOW LONG LIVED IN THE GULF AREA 

Table #6 – How Long Lived in the Gulf Area 

Years % (cf 2006)  
1 – 5 14% (14%)  
6 – 10 16% (18%)  
11 – 20 22% (20%)  
Over 20 years 48% (48%)  
Total 100%   

 
The majority of respondents were long-term residents of the Gulf area (20 years plus).  This reflects 
a relatively low transitory population in the area and was almost identical to the last survey. 
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3. AWARENESS OF & ATTITUDES TO NGRMG 
 
 

3.1 AWARENESS 
Responses to Question 1 about awareness of the NGRMG were as follows. 
 

Table #7 – Heard About NGRMG Previously 

 No. % (cf 2006)  
YES 210 68% (60%) 
NO 90 32% (40%) 
Total 300 100%  

 
The indications are that awareness has risen. 
 
 
The following gives awareness by catchment, by length of residence and group descriptions of 
respondents. 
 

Table #8 – Heard About NGRMG – Percent Yes by Catch ment 

  % (cf 2006)  
Norman  72% (72%) 
Gilbert/Staaten  88% (85%) 
Mitchell  59% (36%) 

 
The big rise in awareness was in the Mitchell catchment. 
 
 

Table #9 – Heard About NGRMG – Percent Yes by Lengt h of Residence 

Year  % (cf 2006)  
0 – 5 yrs  70% (58%) 
6 – 10 yrs  69% (60%) 
11 – 15 yrs  62% (51%) 
16 – 20 yrs  64% (45%) 
Over 20 yrs  73% (64%) 

 
The rise in awareness has been across all age groups. 
 
 

Table #10 – Heard About NGRMG – Percent Yes by Grou p Description 

 % (cf 2006)  
Grazier 91% (76%) 
Indigenous person 55% (80%) 
Tourist operator, Miner, Fisherman, Farmer 67% (48%) 
Town resident, Business operator 66% (55%) 
Conservationist, Government employee 65% (57%) 
Other 62% (60%) 

 
The drop in Indigenous would be due to different sampling methods, otherwise rises are across the 
board.  Graziers had risen to 91%. 
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3.2 DOING A GOOD JOB 
Responses to Question 9 were as follows. 
 

Table #11 – Sort of Job NGRMG Doing 

 No. % (cf 2006)  
Very good 78 25% (19%) 
Good 132 44% (34%) 
Neither good nor bad 29 10% (6%) 
Bad 2 1% (0%) 
Very bad 0 Nil (1%) 
Don’t know 59 20% (40%) 
Total 300 100% (100%) 

 
The indications are that awareness has risen strongly and 69% believed that NGRMG was doing a 
good, to very good job compared with 53% in 2006. 

 
The following gives responses by area. 
 

Table #12– Sort of Job NGRMG Doing by Area 

 Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
Very good 15% 39% 32% 
Good 45% 48% 40% 
Neither good nor bad 14% 3% 9% 
Bad 1% 1% 0% 
Very bad 0% 0% 0% 
Don’t know 26% 9% 19% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 

 
The ‘Don’t know’ factor was down but remained highest in the Mitchell area and lowest in the 
Gilbert/Staaten area.  The two ‘Bad’ responses were in the Mitchell and Gilbert catchments. 
 
Comments volunteered to this question were recorded but not sought.  Appendix 3 gives detailed 
responses. 
 
 

3.3 HOW PREFER FUNDS TO BE ALLOCATED  

Responses to Question 10 were as follows. 
 

Table #13 – How Prefer Government Funds to be Alloc ated 

 Total  
 No. % 

(cf 2006)  

Open Community Group like NGRMG 251 84% (78%) 
Government Departments Direct 21 7% (8%) 
Other/Don’t know 28 9% (14%) 
Total 300 100%  

 
Again, awareness has risen and percent saying, “Open Community Group” has risen.  “Other/Don’t 
know” include some mentioning “Local Government”.  The following gives responses by catchment. 
 

Table #14– Sort of Job NGRMG Doing by Area 

 Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman 
Open Community Group like NGRMG 78% 92% 85% 
Government Departments Direct 9% 4% 7% 
Other/Don’t know 13% 4% 8% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 

 
“Other/Don’t know” is highest for the Mitchell catchment and this reflects in the percentage preferring 
an Open Community Group.. 
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4. REACTIONS TO EXPENDITURE OF NEW FUNDS 
 

4.1 AGREEMENT WITH PROJECTS 

The following gives responses to Q5 about agreeing or not with ‘new projects’.  It also gives average 
score given with Agree Strongly 5, Agree 4, Neither 3, Disagree 2, Strongly Disagree 1. 

Table #15 – Agreement with New Projects – Percent R esponse & Average Score 

Q5 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree Neither Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Average 
Score 

1  Ghost nets 46 50 1 2 1 4.38 
2  Mapping value 17 69 7 5 1 3.93 
3  Grazing land management 26 65 1 4 1 4.02 
4  Extend wetland identification 18 66 11 4 1 3.96 
5  Traditional special places 17 58 5 17 3 3.69 
6  Bellyache bush 30 63 4 3 0 4.20 
7  New nature refuges 18 54 14 11 2 3.72 
8  Map paddocks 26 61 3 9 0 4.01 
9  Neighbourhood groups 23 66 3 6 2 4.02 
10 Mutton Hole 14 65 14 5 2 3.84 
11 Fire management 21 68 5 5 1 3.63 
12 Parthenium weed (Eth) 43 51 3 3 1 4.35 
13 Grader grass 21 68 4 6 0 4.01 
14 Parthenium weed (Tabl) 27 68 3 3 0 4.29 
15 Rat Tail grass 26 65 5 3 0 4.11 
16 Tilapia 37 54 5 3 1 4.24 
17 Erosion 18 69 3 9 1 4.00 
18 Profitable conservation areas 20 68 5 7 1 4.02 
19 Local history 30 56 2 11 0 4.02 

 
The following gives percent strongly agree in descending order. 

Table #16 – Rating of Projects 
Project                                                                                                                                                                           % Strongly Agree 

Continue the Ghost Nets project of removing discarded or lost fishing nets, that are drowning turtles and 
other marine life, but begin to work with Asian neighbors to improve their fisheries management and 
reduce the number of ghost nets entering Australian waters. 

46% 

Provide funds to Etheridge Shire to keep in place a containment line to keep the serious Parthenium weed 
out of the majority of the Northern Gulf region. 43% 

Provide funds to eradicate the serious Tilapia pest fish out of the Walsh catchment.  (This fish is a very 
serious threat to all rivers and other native fish of the Northern Gulf region and Gulf of Carpentaria.) 37% 

Continue funds to the Tablelands Council to eradicate the serious weed Bellyache Bush from the upper 
Walsh River. 30% 

Provide equipment to local communities to record local history and stories from the long time locals for 
future generations. 30% 

Provide funds to the Tablelands Council to work with their local community to reduce the Parthenium 
infestations. 27% 

Continue the grazing land management programme, providing tools and information to help graziers 
maintain good ground cover and improve land condition over approximately 250,000 hectares per annum. 26% 

Assistance to farms to map paddock scale soils, elevations and productivity to improve and reduce 
fertilizer and water use. 26% 

Provide funds to Etheridge Shire Council to map the spread of serious weed rats tail grass to help target 
work to reduce its spread. 26% 

Assist properties to form neighborhood groups and provide grant assistance to tackle environmental issues 
that are impacting across multiple property boundaries. 

23% 

Assist land managers develop fire management plans that ensure improved land condition in the Northern 
Gulf. 

21% 
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Continue funds into the research and management of Grader Grass weed to reduce its impact on the 
Northern Gulf region 21% 

Develop business models for community owned, managed and profitable conservation areas incorporating 
local employment and skills development. 20% 

Extend the identification of the types and values of wetlands to include the Norman and Staaten 
catchments to provide information for locals and land managers to look after special wetlands and rivers. 18% 

Work with landholders to create 2 nature refuges (approx 20,000 hectares) per year so that our special 
places are conserved for future generations. 18% 

Undertake research to determine any increase in erosion due to human activity, then assist landholders to 
reduce man made erosion as necessary.  (Preliminary data suggests that some 11 mil tones of sediment per 
annum are deposited in the gulf by the Mitchell River alone.)  

18% 

Continue to assist properties to map natural and cultural values to help sustainable management. 17% 

Continue to assist Traditional Owners map  special places and record stories for future generations 17% 

Assist the community of Normanton to sustainably develop and manage the nationally significant Mutton 
Hole Wetlands – as both a conservation and tourism park. 14% 

 
The following ranks in terms of average scores. 

�  Ghost nets............................................... 4.38 
�  Parthenium weed (Eth)........................... 4.35 
�  Parthenium weed (Tabl)...........................4.29 
�  Tilapia.....................................................  4.24 
�  Bellyache bush....................................... 4.20 
�  Rat Tail grass.......................................... 4.11 
�  Profitable conservation areas.................. 4.02 
�  Local history............................................ 4.02 
�  Grazing land management...................... 4.02 
�  Neighbourhood groups............................ 4.02 
�  Grader grass........................................... 4.01 
�  Map paddocks......................................... 4.01 
�  Erosion.................................................... 4.00 
�  Extend wetland identification................... 3.96 
�  Mapping value......................................... 3.93 
�  Mutton Hole............................................. 3.84 
�  New nature refuges................................. 3.72 
�  Traditional special places........................ 3.69 
�  Fire management.................................... 3.63 

There was a big group in the middle with 4.02 scores.  While top rankings were much the same as 
the ‘very important’ rankings, there were some important differences.  For instance, “Profitable 
conservation” came in 13th in ‘very important’ but moves up into the 4.02 ranking.  “Local history” 
came in 5th as ‘very important’ but moved down to the 4.02 ranking. 

The following gives 10 top very important rankings by catchment areas. 

Mitchell  Gilbert/Staaten  Norman  
Ghost nets Parthenium weed (Eth) Ghost nets 
Tilapia Rat Tail grass Parthenium weed (Eth) 
Parthenium weed (Eth) Ghost nets Tilapia 
Bellyache bush Grazing land management Grazing land management 
Local history Local history Parthenium weed (Tabl) 
Map paddocks Parthenium weed (Tabl) Grader grass 
Neighbourhood groups Grader grass Extend wetland identification 
Rat Tail grass Bellyache bush Bellyache bush 
Parthenium weed (Tabl) Map paddocks Fire management 
New nature refuges Tilapia Erosion 

 
By and large, the top rankings are largely common.  Ghost nets and Parthenium weed (Etheridge) 
were among the top, Parthenium weed highest in Etheridge.  Talapia was a high concern in the 
Mitchell along with Belly Ache bush although it was of concern in the others, but lower down the list.  
Grazing land management was relatively high in the Gilbert and Norman, but not in the Mitchell.  Rat 
Tail grass was of particular concern in the Gilbert. 
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5. REACTIONS TO TRYING TO GET FUNDS FOR PROJECTS 
 
 

5.1 AGREEMENT WITH PROJECTS 

The following gives responses to Q6 about agreeing or not with proposed new projects. 
 

Table #17 – Agreement with New Projects – Percent R esponse & Average Score 

Q6 
Strongly 

agree Agree Neither Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 

Average 
Score 

1  Value eco systems 16 59 12 9 4 3.44 
2  Wildlife surveys 19 63 4 9 4 3.81 
3  Publish on area 21 70 3 5 2 4.06 
4  Grunter fish Karumba 26 60 7 6 2 4.05 
5  Climate change impacts 23 59 7 8 3 3.91 
6  Hobby farmer programs 15 62 8 13 2 3.75 
7  Heavy metals 32 56 7 4 1 4.14 
8  Fish barriers (Mitchell) 11 33 26 25 5 3.25 
9  Primary school resources 36 56 1 5 2 4.24 
10 Small miners code 22 62 6 9 1 3.96 
11 Nursery sales 35 60 2 2 1 4.26 
12 Road side camping 11 60 10 15 3 3.61 
13 Careening facilities 26 63 5 6 0 4.09 
14 Marine & coastal habitat 21 68 4 5 2 4.01 
15 Healthy land/healthy equity 14 67 6 7 5 3.75 
16 Landcare & catchment groups 18 73 3 5 0 4.01 

 
The following gives percent strongly agree in descending order. 
 

Table #18 – Rating of Projects  

Project % Strongly 
Support 

Develop resources for primary schools that are relevant to their local area and educational 
curriculum (research shows that children learn better when using local experiences to learn 
new concepts). 

36% 

Work with nurseries to reduce the sales of potentially weedy plants in the Northern Gulf 
region. 35% 

Identify if heavy metal contaminants are a concern in the fish and prawn populations in 
the Norman and Walsh Rivers. 

32% 

Undertake a recovery program for the grunter fish in the Karumba area that appear to be 
declining, including researching their ecology, habitat needs, and develop hooks to ensure 
post release survival. 

26% 

Assist the Commercial fisheries install careening facilities to reduce potential introduction 
of new marine pests in the Gulf. 

26% 

Research the likely impacts of climate change on the shallow marine basin of the Gulf of 
Carpentaria and identify changes needed in fishing practices to protect this valuable 
habitat and fishery. 

23% 

Assist the small miners of the Northern Gulf region develop a code of practice and 
improved technologies to reduce overall impacts and industry costs. 22% 

Publish books and a user friendly website that provide information on the landscapes, 
plants and animals of the Northern Gulf region (currently no resources exist specifically 
for this region). 

21% 

Research and improve management of habitat necessary for protected, endangered and 
threatened marine and coastal wildlife. 

21% 
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Undertake wildlife surveys in the Northern Gulf region to identify the most significant 
areas for maintaining wildlife  to reduce potential extinctions due to climate change. 19% 

Provide funds to Landcare and Catchment groups to assist local level projects 18% 

Determine the dollar worth of healthy ecosystems and attract external funding through 
trading schemes like carbon and ecosystem services schemes to help keep the landscapes 
of the Northern Gulf healthy. 

16% 

Develop education programs for the hobby farmer to assist them reduce impacts on land 
condition. 

15% 

Work with banks to identify that healthy land conditions increases loan securities (that 
healthy country equals greater equity). 14% 

Remove fish barriers in the upper Mitchell Catchment. 11% 

Identify and reduce impacts from roadside camping. 11% 

 
The following gives scores in descending order. 

�  Nursery sales.......................................... 4.26 
�  Primary school resources........................ 4.24 
�  Heavy metals.......................................... 4.14 
�  Careening facilities.................................  4.09 
�  Publish on area....................................... 4.06 
�  Grunter fish Karumba.............................. 4.05 
�  Marine & coastal habitat.......................... 4.01 
�  Landcare & catchment groups................ 4.01 
�  Small miners code................................... 3.96 
�  Climate change impacts.......................... 3.91 
�  Wildlife survey......................................... 3.81 
�  Hobby farmer programs.......................... 3.75 
�  Healthy land/healthy equity..................... 3.75 
�  Road side camping................................. 3.61 
�  Value eco systems.................................. 3.44 
�  Fish barriers (Mitchell)............................. 3.25 

 
By and large, top ratings were common, but in slightly different order.  A significant difference is that 
“Publish on area” comes in 5th on the overall score, but 8th in ‘most important’. 
 
The following lists top 10 ‘strongly agree’ responses by catchment order. 
 

Mitchell  Gilbert/Staaten  Norman  
Primary school resources Primary school resources Heavy metals 
Nursery sales Nursery sales Grunter fish Karumba 
Careening facilities Small miners code Nursery sales 
Grunter fish Karumba Publish on area Careening facilities 
Heavy metals Heavy metals Climate change impacts 
Publish on area Careening facilities Primary school resources 
Hobby farmer programs Landcare & catchment groups Marine & coastal habitat 
Wildlife surveys Value eco systems Small miners code 
Marine & coastal habitat Wildlife surveys Wildlife surveys 
Landcare & catchment groups Grunter fish Karumba Publish on area 

 
There was significant differences between the areas, especially between the Norman catchment and 
the others.  The Norman catchment gave high responses for Heavy metals, Grunter fish, Careening 
facilities and Climate change.  Implications that tended to be further down the list, especially in the 
Gilbert area.  Nursery sales were fairly consistent in all areas and Primary school resources. 
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6. RATING OF OVERALL MOST IMPORTANT 
 

6.1 RATING OF MOST IMPORTANT 

The following table shows rating of the three most important. 

Table #19 – Rating of Three Most Important 

Q5 New Projects Most 
Important 

2nd  Most 
Important 

3rd  Most 
Important Total 

1  Ghost nets 36 26 24 86 
2  Mapping value 3 3 2 8 
3  Grazing land management 23 13 10 46 
4  Extend wetland identification 8 3 3 14 
5  Traditional special places 2 2 3 7 
6  Bellyache bush 12 11 5 28 
7  New nature refuges 2 2 3 7 
8  Map paddocks 7 5 3 15 
9  Neighbourhood groups 4 3 8 15 
10 Mutton Hole 7 5 5 17 
11 Fire management 3 5 3 11 
12 Parthenium weed (Eth) 30 28 18 76 
13 Grader grass 4 12 11 27 
14 Parthenium weed (Tabl) 3 9 11 23 
15 Rat Tail grass 7 7 12 26 
16 Tilapia 21 23 12 56 
17 Erosion 8 8 11 27 
18 Profitable conservation areas 4 3 1 8 
19 Local history 6 11 9 26 

Shading denotes the highest scores for most important and total. 
 

Table #20 – Rating of Three Most Important 

Q6 Proposed Projects  
Most 

Important  
2nd  Most 

Important  
3rd  Most 

Important  Total  

1  Value eco systems 3 2 4 9 
2  Wildlife surveys 6 9 4 19 
3  Publish on area 3 5 6 14 
4  Grunter fish Karumba 10 15 15 40 
5  Climate change impacts 12 4 8 25 
6  Hobby farmer programs 0 7 6 13 
7  Heavy metals 9 6 6 21 
8  Fish barriers (Mitchell) 2 5 6 13 
9  Primary school resources 31 22 23 76 
10 Small miners code 4 5 12 21 
11 Nursery sales 7 10 13 30 
12 Road side camping 1 4 5 10 
13 Careening facilities 6 7 7 20 
14 Marine & coastal habitat 3 10 10 23 
15 Healthy land/healthy equity 3 4 2 9 
16 Landcare & catchment groups 9 2 10 21 

Shading denotes the highest scores for most important and total. 

The top five (5) most important ratings coincided with the total of the top five ratings overall (Ghost 
nets, Parthenium weed, Primary school resources, Tilapia and Grazing land management). 

Belly Ache bush and Climate change came in next as most important but Grunter at Karumba and 
Nursery sales had higher 2nd and 3rd ratings and came out a bit higher in overall score. 
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The following gives the top six in descending importance in descending order. 
 

Table #21 – Rating of Overall Most Important 

 Most 
Important 

2nd  Most 
Important 

3rd  Most 
Important 

Total 

Continue the Ghost Nets project of removing discarded or 
lost fishing nets, that are drowning turtles and other marine 
life, but begin to work with Asian neighbors to improve their 
fisheries management and reduce the number of ghost nets 
entering Australian waters. 

36 26 24 86 

Provide funds to Etheridge Shire to keep in place a 
containment line to keep the serious Parthenium weed out of 
the majority of the Northern Gulf region. 

30 28 18 76 

Develop resources for primary schools that are relevant 
to their local area and educational curriculum (research 
shows that children learn better when using local 
experiences to learn new concepts). 

31 22 23 76 

Provide funds to eradicate the serious Tilapia pest fish out of 
the Walsh catchment.  (This fish is a very serious threat to all 
rivers and other native fish of the Northern Gulf region and 
Gulf of Carpentaria.) 

21 23 12 56 

Continue the grazing land management programme, 
providing tools and information to help graziers maintain 
good ground cover and improve land condition over 
approximately 250,000 hectares per annum. 

23 13 10 46 

Undertake a recovery program for the grunter fish in 
the Karumba area that appear to be declining, including 
researching their ecology, habitat needs, and develop 
hooks to ensure post release survival. 

10 15 15 40 

 
The following table gives responses by catchment. 
 

Table #22– Three Most Important Projects Overall  
                    (No. of Responses Most Importan t and Total) by Catchment Area 

Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Q5 New Projects 
Most Imp Total Most Imp Total Most Imp Total 

1  Ghost nets 21 40 4 18 11 28 
2  Mapping value 0 3 2 3 1 2 
3  Grazing land management 8 13 10 18 5 14 
4  Extend wetland identification 2 2 0 2 6 9 
5  Traditional special places 2 5 0 2 0 0 
6  Bellyache bush 9 15 3 6 0 5 
7  New nature refuges 2 5 0 1 0 1 
8  Map paddocks 7 11 0 3 0 1 
9  Neighbourhood groups 3 9 1 3 0 3 
10 Mutton Hole 1 6 1 1 5 10 
11 Fire management 1 5 2 5 0 0 
12 Parthenium weed (Eth) 10 28 11 22 9 24 
13 Grader grass 1 6 2 14 1 6 
14 Parthenium weed (Tabl) 2 13 1 5 0 4 
15 Rat Tail grass 5 16 1 8 1 2 
16 Tilapia 18 37 1 7 2 11 
17 Erosion 3 15 4 7 1 3 
18 Profitable conservation areas 1 3 2 3 1 2 
19 Local history 2 9 3 10 1 5 

Shading denotes the highest scores in each case. 
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Table #23– Three Most Important Projects Overall  
                    (No. of Responses Most Importan t and Total) by Catchment Area 

Mitchell Gilbert/Staaten Norman Q6 Proposed Projects 
Most Imp Total Most Imp Total Most Imp Total 

1  Value eco systems 0 4 1 0 2 2 
2  Wildlife surveys 5 10 1 4 0 3 
3  Publish on area 2 11 1 2 0 0 
4  Grunter fish Karumba 0 8 2 3 8 25 
5  Climate change impacts 0 4 2 2 10 18 
6  Hobby farmer programs 0 10 0 1 0 0 
7  Heavy metals 3 7 1 2 5 12 
8  Fish barriers (Mitchell) 1 9 0 0 1 4 
9  Primary school resources 18 42 6 12 7 16 
10 Small miners code 1 0 1 6 2 9 
11 Nursery sales 4 17 2 4 1 5 
12 Road side camping 0 3 1 6 0 0 
13 Careening facilities 2 6 0 1 4 11 
14 Marine & coastal habitat 0 7 2 6 1 5 
15 Healthy land/healthy equity 0 1 3 6 0 2 
16 Landcare & catchment groups 3 7 3 6 3 6 

Shading denotes the highest scores in each case. 
 
The following lists for each catchment, top five scores “Most important” and total top three “Most 
important”. 
 

Mitchell  Gilbert/Staaten  Norman  
Most Imp  Total  Most Imp  Total  Most Imp  Total  

Ghost nets Primary school 
resources 

Parthenium 
weed (Eth) 

Parthenium 
weed (Eth) 

Ghost nets Ghost nets 

Primary school 
resources 

Ghost nets Grazing land 
management 

Ghost nets Climate change 
impacts 

Grunter fish 
Karumba 

Tilapia Tilapia Primary school 
resources 

Grazing land 
management 

Parthenium 
weed (Eth) 

Parthenium 
weed (Eth) 

Parthenium 
weed (Eth) 

Parthenium 
weed (Eth) 

Ghost nets Grader grass Grunter fish 
Karumba 

Climate change 
impacts 

Bellyache bush Nursery sales Erosion Primary school 
resources 

Primary school 
resources 

Primary school 
resources 

 
Ghost nets, Parthenium weed (Etheridge) and Primary school resources were in all the above 
columns of the top five, but with different positions. 
 
There were variations in the other two.  The Mitchell had Tilapia plus Belly Ache bush and Nursery 
sales. 
 
The Gilbert had Grazing land management, but also Erosion and Grader grass. 
 
The Norman had Climate change and Grunter fish Karumba. 
 
Thus, in summary, there is a common view across the region that Ghost nets, Parthenium weed 
(Etheridge) and Primary school resources are important, but variation between the three catchments 
with ‘Important’ in Mitchell catchment – Tilapia, Gilbert catchment – Grazing land management, and 
Norman catchment – Climate change and Grunter fish Karumba. 
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6.2 OTHER PROJECTS 

Appendix 2 gives a list of ‘Other’ projects the group should be undertaking.  The list includes 251 
mentions from 182 respondents.  Some 118 respondents had no mentions. 
 
The following gives a summary/grouping of the responses by catchment area.  It should be noted 
that the summary/grouping is only to give an idea of the numbers in broad categories. 
 
Readers interested in the actual suggestions should look at the listings in Appendix 2. 
 
Others might group and summarise the responses differently. 
 

Table #24 – Summary/Grouping of Responses – Other P rojects the Group Should be Undertaking 

Mitchell Catchment Area    

 Control Measures   23 
 Feral animals (cats, pigs, rabbis, toads) (irresponsible pig shoots) 10  
 Grass (parramatta, gamba, rat tail, parthenium) 3  
 Cull/farm crocs 2  
 Weeds (parthenium, rubber vine, chinkie, blue top, lantana) 6  
 Control termites/plant resistant trees 1  
 Pesticides 1  

 Land Care   11 
 Tree planting, wildlife corridors, creek banks, provide seedlings, growth management 7  
 Monitor clearing 1  
 Put value remaining carbon 1  
 Erosion control 1  
 More community gardens 1  

 Camping/Recreation Areas   11 
 WWF closing camping areas, Need for designated Brooklyn, Need for with BBQ, Object 

proposed NP Walsh, Indigenous keep clean 
11  

 Organisational/Funding   11 
 Taxes used what landholders did, Contact farms as individuals, Funding land care bodies, 

Rates relieve private conservation, Liaison department/landowners, Direction of funds, Why 
indigenous money, More research. Remunerate not clearing trees, Other 

11  

 Fishing   9 
 Conserve fishing/turtles, fish die if handled, control Tilapia, remove abandoned crab pots, 

possible for fish to migrate 
7  

 Value recreation versus commercial fishing 1  
 Investigate aquaculture 1  

 Infrastructure   9 
 Build Nullinga, Upgrade main roads, Bridges causing erosion, Fence Almaden, Support 

solar panels, Airfreight to local area, Small Miners good, Government gravel pit 
refurbishment 

9  

 Education   7 
 School/children programs, Educate communities, Free seminars, Land use, Education not 

legislation 
7  

 Pollution   6 
 Batching plant waste, Sewerage Mitchell headwaters, Nutrient run off, Dumping rubbish, 

Limit industrial development, Check heavy metals in headwaters. 
6  

 Tourism   4 
 Assist graziers, indigenous, into tourism, Cross cultural try, Generate local employment 4  
Total  89 
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Gilbert/Staaten Catchment    

 Control Measures   24 
 Weeds (rubber vine and others) 15  
 Feral (pigs, cats), In national parks 6  
 Stock on riverbanks 1  
 Wash down on properties 1  

 Rivers   11 
 Restore river systems, Measure water quality, Time limit nets in rivers, Better river 

crossings, Open up rivers 
5  

 Control Wild River namings 1  
 Maintain recreation fishing stocks 1  
 Remove freshies Lake Belmore and stock 2  
 Allow pump water own land 1  
 Heavy metals mud crabs 1  

 Land Care   6 
 Council staff fire breaks, Research fire, Research farming harm, Fence springs, Fence 

catchment areas, Stop miners mining 
6  

 Organisation   6 
 Need action not research, Help graziers manage, Cover widely, More info sent out, Work 

with national parks, Funding rorts, Work with nature 
6  

 Infrastructure   3 
 Dam Gilbert, Better roads, Research road impacts 3  

 Tourism   2 
 More tourism needed 1  
 Control contamination of waterholes 1  

 Other   2 
 Edo toilets, Road etiquette, Better carbon capture trees 2  
Total  54 

 
Norman Catchment    

 Organisational   19 
 Educate public, Tourists respect rights landowners, Require landowners to control weeds, 

Research projects thoroughly, Support SES, Indigenous management, Assist business in 
towns, Council services spraying/mowing, Concentrate direct issues, Federal approach, 
Direct funding, Wastage. 

19  

 Control Measures   17 
 Weeds (rubber vine, Neem, others) 10  
 Feral 4  
 Cull roos, wallabies 2  
 Beer cans dumping 1  

 Fishing/Seas   11 
 Grunter, Fish bag limits, Stocks, Barra black market, Blue salmon, Deploy Navy re ghost 

nets, Fishing zoning, Educate tourists, More fisheries personnel on ground 
11  

 Karumba   8 
 Beautify, Rubbish dumping, Airport and other infrastructure, Boat ramp 8  

 Mining   8 
 Control general, Karumba Century shipment, Heavy metal worries in rivers 8  

 Tourism   6 
 Free designated camping areas off road, Camping in riverbeds and polluting, Need for extra 

infrastructure, Get do something other than fishing, Control tourist fishing 
6  

 Infrastructure   5 
 Flood prone roads, Environmental damage roads, Roadhouse Normanton 5  

 River Systems   3 
 Look after better, Research, Closer river systems for a period of time to allow to recover 3  

 Education   2 
 Need fishing school, use local people to do lessons, Listen to landholders 2  

 Other   3 
 Rural firefighting, Mt Surprise wash down not working, Future heavy industry impact 3  
Total  82 
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The question asks about any other projects the NGRMG should be addressing.   
 
The responses were very diverse.  However, some dominant themes emerged particularly in relation 
to control/management: 

�  of weeds and feral animals. (64). 

�  of fishing. (22). 
 
There was a particularly marked concern in the Gilbert catchment about rubber vine. 
 
The fishing concerns mentioned grunter but extended further to other species and the need to 
control tourism takes and were particularly strong in the Norman catchment. 
 
A current special issue in the Mitchell catchment related to camping areas and crossings and the 
action of WWF in relation to Brooklyn Station. 
 
There were two special issues at Karumba – the question of mining and control of the shipping 
operations and of lack of infrastructure. 
 
Mentions relating to organization funding allocations and the like, were relatively high - a total of 36 
(Mitchell 11, Gilbert 6, and Norman 19).  The number of mentions in the Norman catchment was 
particularly high. 
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6.3 OTHER COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS 

Appendix 4 gives other comments and suggestions from 94 of the respondents. 
 
The following gives a summary/grouping. 
 

Table #25 – Summary/Grouping of Responses – Other C omments & Suggestions 

Organization & Funding   48 
Doing a good job, Keep up 13  
Educate, Info on what offer/doing 13  
Listen locals, On the ground, Local express 6  
Trying to do too much, Use money wisely 6  
More money, Funds cut 4  
Government SE corner, Not listening 3  
School education 2  
Indigenous balance, Stop things 2  
Bring government representatives to forums 1  
Nice to have opinion asked 1  

Fishing   10 
Control issues, Educate tourists. 8  
Leave coastal to fisheries, More fisheries staff 2  

Control   9 
Feral animals 4  
Tilapia too late, Weeds 2  
Land clearing, Agricultural chemicals 3  

Infrastructure   6 
Roads, Airport, Olympic pool, Rental housing 6  

Mining   4 
Code of practice, Clean up 4  

Development   9 
Don’t lock up, Need populating 4  
More tourism support 3  
No land  release for development 1  
Identify cropping lands 1  
Total  86 

 
Organisation and funding comments dominated with strong comment that NGRMG was doing a 
good job, and need for extra funds. 
 
There were requests for more information on activities, and a need to listen to locals. 
 
There were some concerns about the organisation trying to do too much and the Queensland 
Government not listening. 
 
Fishing/marine environment concerns had 9 mentions, feral animal, weed and land clearing 9 
mentions, and infrastructure 6. 
 
There were a group of 9 mentions about not locking everything up, the need for more population in 
the area, need to support tourism, release land and identify cropping lands. 
 
 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2008  

 

 

Ref: J2153 19/30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NORTHERN GULF  
– RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP –  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Community 
Survey 

 
 

A p p e n d i c e s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2008  

 

 

Ref: J2153 20/30 

 

APPENDIX 1 
 

 
 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2008  

 

 

Ref: J2153 21/30 

 

 

 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2008  

 

 

Ref: J2153 22/30 

 

 

 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2008  

 

 

Ref: J2153 23/30 

 

 
 

 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2008  

 

 

Ref: J2153 24/30 

 

APPENDIX 2 
OTHER PROJECTS SUGGESTED 

 
Q8a MITCHELL 1ST MENTION Total 

0 59 
A long time ago, land owners were responsible for own land conditions.  Sad that taxes used to do that work now. 1 
All the weed eradication and containment projects are important. 1 
Assist graziers to diversify their income by encompassing tourism activities 1 
Assist in development of flood manning system for local business and farmers. 1 
Assist local indigenous groups to take tourist tours thru Topsy Ck and Shelfo River. 1 
Batching plant, waste is going into the river, urgent action, needs to be removed - we have to bathe, cook and drink. 1 
Blue Top' suddenly in upper Walsh area - sea of it invasion, fast/robust/seeds drop out.  Like ground cover. 1 
Bridges need looking at in area during wet season as it floods and is causing land erosion and changing river patterns, which 
is a traffic hazard. 

1 

Clay flows into Barrier Reef eastwards from where he is.   1 
Contact more farmers as individuals as opposed to groups. 1 
Control of feral cats, pigs and rabbits. 1 
Cooktown crossing, Brooklyn Curraghmore, Hurricane - all closed.  World Wildlife Fund is closing most of Mitchell River used 
to be camping areas now there are none, they need to have designated camping areas on Mitchell River. 1 

Croc culls - need to reduce crocodile numbers. 1 
Cultural training, cross culture, learn how to live in the bush, hunt, exchange programs. 1 
Dam the Walsh River at Nullinga, as we will need the water sooner or later. 1 
Designated camping area at Brooklyn Station with good signage to remove rubbish. 1 
Determine the value of recreational fishing compared to commercial fishing and their respective impacts. 1 
Develop school partnership programs so school children (including high school) can access and understand cultural, historical 
and environmental significance, particularly Walsh and Wild River. 1 

Eradicate Cane Toads 1 
Eradicate more of the Tilapia fish from the river. 1 
Eradicate termites, stop them eating the trees.  Plant more termite resistant trees. 1 
Eradication of rubber vine and chinkie apple. 1 
Fence the town of Almaden. 1 
Feral pigs and cats (destroy everything) 1 

Feral pigs need to be addressed - investigate overseas market - far too many. 1 
Feral rabbit eradication a must. 1 
Find a way to farm the croc, so people could make money. 1 
Free seminars on environment and how to protect it. 1 
Funding of bodies and communities who are interested in land care in local areas. 1 
Getting rid of Paramatta Grass already here.  From NSW - identify it as it's newly introduced and wears out cattle teeth and 
they starve to death. 1 

Good liaison between depts and landholders - crown land to be managed responsibly so in turn the landholders can do their 
job. 

1 

Help communities and educate them to look after own area. 1 
I disagree with the closure to the public of blocks of land on the pretense of protecting something that's not there. 1 
Keep public open camping areas on Mitchell River  eg Brooklyn. 1 
Limiting industrial development (ie. major factories) 1 

Main roads need upgrading. 1 
Make it possible for fish to migrate. 1 
Make people aware that rainforest corridors need to be kept open for free movement of animals. 1 
Make sure traditional owners keep campsites clean - as they are paid to clean it up. 1 
Management of feral animals. 1 
Management of feral pests in the wet tropic. 1 
Monitor farmers and their clearing practices.  I see a lot of clearing practices happening that shouldn't be. 1 
More education for children. 1 
More education in schools needed. 1 
More education on gamba grass, extremely dangerous during fires. 1 
More research into sustainability of land. 1 
More support on solar power. 1 
More water testing to be done on farms and in rivers. 1 
No - just damage from mining. 1 
No, well covered. 1 
None at the moment. 1 

Not all grass needs to be poisoned.AR95 1 
Not that I can think of. 1 
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Nutrient run off. 1 

Preservation of the salt water Saw Shark. 1 
Proposed plan to make Walsh area national park but he disagrees with displacing long time residents. 1 
Put a value on all remaining vegetation to access its carbon value for carbon trading. 1 
Rabbit eradication. 1 
Rates relief for private conservation properties. 1 
Rats Tail is biggest here. 1 
Removal of crab pots that have been abandoned. 1 
Responsible pig eradication - no gung ho pig shooters.  Shoot and dump and irresponsible shooting. 1 
Revegetating catchment areas eg: creek banks 1 
Seems they have it covered. 1 
Sewerage works at the head of the Mitchell River – have a look at it. 1 
Should be looking at weed problems around Innisfail area. 1 
Should be more support to tree planting projects. 1 
The city people dumping their rubbish on us.  Should be looked into more to stop it happening. 1 
The funds don’t always go in the right direction and often they start doing a good job and then the funds dry up. 1 
They need to understand that any fish that is handled and then released is more likely to die than live esp if dirt is left on their 
gills. 1 

Toilet facilities at camping areas on rivers and beaches that are regularly used.  Also BBQ facilities so they don’t chop down 
trees.  Problem is council says camping areas are on native title land so they have to deal with indigenous owners and hence 
not 

1 

Water restriction methods need to be looked into. 1 
What about problem with feral pigs in Gulf country. 1 
What are you doing about rubber vine. 1 
Why is so much money spent on Aboriginal things. 1 
Wildlife corridor identification. 1 

Work with Councils to provide decent roadside camping areas. 1 
Would have to think about. 1 

 TOTAL 137 

 
Q8a GILBERT/STAATEN 1 ST MENTION  

0 34 
Access to council graders to make fire breaks. 1 
Allowing land owners to pump water on their own land. 1 
Control feral pigs in National Parks. 1 
Dam on Gilbert for secure water supply. 1 
Determine water quality of river systems. 1 
Do something about eradicating of rubber vine. 1 
Do something about rubber vine (try for eradication). 1 
Dubious about more research is necessary but need more action to be taken.  Massive environment issues relating to pests 
and weeds.  People want to see action. 

1 

Edo toilets. 1 
Educating road users on road etiquette re get onto the side of road, don't road hog especially caravans. 1 
Eradicate feral cats. 1 
Fence catchment area, along rivers and streams.  Time limit on nets in water. 1 
Fencing out rivers 1 
Feral animals need to be looked at - pigs and wallabies. 1 
Funding/restoring our river system, controlling stock on the banks.  Fencing. 1 
Funds to eradicate roadside weeds such as chinky apple tree, tobacco bush and rubber vine. 1 
Get rid of breadfruit tree thickening. 1 

Get rid of rubber vine and rubber bush (calatrob), castor oil bush, parkinsonia, mymosa. 1 
Grants need more strict scrutiny.  Graziers claim damages for things that were rorts.  Grants not going to real solutions. 1 
Look at more ways of controlling rubber vine infestations. 1 
Look at mud crab - heavy metal. 1 
Look at plant and vegetation survey to identify trees etc better for carbon capture.  Can't divorce animals from the plants. 1 
More information needs to be sent out. 1 
More tourism needed in area and marketing. 1 
NGRMG cover widely - great for Georgetown and in general. 1 

Projects to help grazier improve management. 1 
Provide funds for eradication of rubber vine. 1 
Remove freshwater crocodiles from Lake Belmore. 1 
Research impact of roads on environment. 1 
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Research what harm would be caused by increased farming in Northern Gulf, particularly damming rivers for agriculture. 1 

Rubber vine eradication 1 
Rubber vine, Chinky apple trees from the Gilbert River and catchments. 1 
Rubber, lantana, 40-mile scrub choked with it. 1 
Rubber vine bio control, eradication of pest species.  Deal with erosion. 1 
Rubber vine removal.  It is the biggest single impact on Gulf land grazing country. 1 
To do with fencing off springs and such and since stopped, good idea to preserve them so stock cannot damage area but the 
water is still directed or available to stock use. 1 

To liaise with all in helping of feral animal destruction.  No easy fix to the problem. 1 
To make sure that there is enough fishing stocks for recreational fishermen and commercial fishermen. 1 
Ways to save money and put to better use not waste on  merely things. 1 
Work on control of weeds and pests, go back to the old days of control – burning does more good than harm. 1 
Work with Birds Australia to identify resident and migratory birds habitat and conserve habitat. 1 

 TOTAL 75 

 
Q8a NORMAN 1ST MENTION  

0 26 

A wallaby cull would be good 1 
Airport service, road system, weather dependent, needs urgent funding. 1 
Bag size limits on fish, grunter up to 500mm. 1 
Beautification of Karumba - all funding spent in Normanton. 1 

Camping in river beds with no personal hygiene facilities or rubbish collection. 1 
Can't think of anything right now. 1 
Can't think off hand. 1 
Check on the mining industry and the pollution they create. 1 

Close individual rivers for certain period of time to sustain ecosystem. 1 
Communication re Telstra electronic media. 1 
Contamination of heavy metals in the waterways. 1 
Continue ghost nets and grunter recovery needs addressing asap. 1 
Control of feral animals, field officers not desk jockeys, and control of weeds, too. 1 
Control of rubber vine and ngorra burr. 1 
Control/Mapping of mangroves 1 
Dumping of household and industrial rubbish in the Karumba area, a code of practice needs establishing urgently, concrete 
and reinforcing dumped on the beach. 1 

Education to the public re NGRMG and what they do and so more people can be involved. 1 

Environmental damage on roads. 1 
Eradicate chinky apple. 1 
Eradicate 'rubber vine' from local rivers. 1 
Extend metal contaminants research to the Gulf fishes and prawns. 1 
Feral pig management - eradication and cane toads and all the weed problems that were previously mentioned. 1 
Fishing school. 1 
Funding re bridge/access to Normanton during wet. 1 
Future development of these small towns, assistance re business, infrastructure, etc. 1 
Get tourists out of the dinghy.  Too much impact on the gulf - tourists need something else to do besides fishing, catch their full 
quotas daily X 180 dinghies on the Gulf per day.  Don't want to get rid of them, but it needs controlling.  Something like 9 1 

Getting rid of the beer cans cluttering up our environment. 1 
Grunter re a lot faster action, downsize bag limits, upsize length 50cm immediately. 1 
Gutter percher - bush needs access. 1 
Harvesting of wild game, ie. feral pigs, roos, etc. 1 
I don't agree with locking up areas for conservation that don't allow people in. 1 
I think it's covered. 1 
Increase grunter to 500mm (size limit). 1 
Keep focus on weeds.  They are very bad up here, esp in the rivers. 1 
Loathe to suggest any re tightness of funds. 1 

More education to tourists re fish species and crab pot farming (so as folk don't take the wrong fish). 1 
More emphasis into barramundi re recovery, educate recreational fishermen. 1 
Neem trees - need to be eradicated. 1 
Neem tree is a pest that needs looking at eradication, especially here around Georgetown. 1 
Normanton Shire Council saying they can't spray for mosq and won't mow their own grass which is a fire hazard and should be 
undertaken. 1 

Not that I can think of. 1 

Promotion of the group itself, so that we know what they do, they should welcome local input so that we can work together to 1 
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look after country. 

Property owners concern for water. 1 
Provide fund for rubber vine eradication. 1 
Provision of free off-road camping facilities for people to go to. 1 
Put themselves behind Karumba re airport, roads, bridge and basic infrastructure, and forced acquisition where necessary. 1 
Reduce bag catch limit of grunter fish by tourists. 1 
Researching the impact of commercial fishing on fishing stocks in rivers/estuaries. 1 
Research projects thoroughly optimizing funding, so as money is not wasted or misappropriated. 1 
Rubber vine, Neem trees need to be looked at seriously asap. 1 
Rural fire fighting management - need more people to be involved. 1 
Should be more training for indigenous to manage the properties and land areas and work more with the local farmers. 1 
Stop professional fishermen from netting the lower Gulf rivers.  Tourism affected badly, spend thousands $ to catch a barra 
and can't because professionals have nets across. 

1 

Studies re mining companies setting up port operation re impact on land, marine infrastrucutre demands which it creates. 1 
Support SES - they need it. 1 
The mine on the Norman R, Oz Minerals polluting the river when loading and washing down the boats. 1 

The property owners to be responsible re pest weed control, with education/assistance from the relevant gov departments. 1 
The rights of the land owner and land user are at odds, so that needs sorting out.  The indigenous seem to have the casting 
vote. 1 

To get areas set aside for roadside camping or stop it altogether. 1 
To look into the management of the Mt Surprise wash down area - has no water and is closed 90% of the time - has been 
closed since early August. 1 

Tourists - the infrastructures don't cope re water, local businesses, shops, PO and bank in store. 1 
Weed eradication is one of the most important things they can do. 1 

 TOTAL 88 

 
 
 
 

Q8b MITCHELL 2nd MENTION  Total 

0 111 
Air freight to our local area. 1 
Brooklyn Station. 1 
Check heavy metal contaminate in the head waters of the Mitchell. 1 

Couldn't get any help to get the gravel pits (created by government) out of my property that I have just bought. 1 
Develop camping spots with garbage facilities.  Research impact of roads on environment. 1 
Educating land use.  Control parthenium, tilapia. 1 
Environmental damage to roads. 1 
Financial incentives to help farmers improve ecology/Education rather than legislation, ie. Using solar. 1 
Generate local employment opportunities. 1 
Group he works with is Walsh River volunteers - they plant stuff like butterfly trees? 1 
Have people sign contracts not to clear lands and remunerate them for that. 1 
Increase in the provision of tree seedlings that are native to each specific area of the NGR. 1 
Investigate aquaculture possibilities, eg. locations. 1 
Lantana growing wild and other weeds not mentioned. 1 
Look at water quality change due to erosion. 1 
Make sure the firefighters are not drunk before they go and fight a fire. 1 
More community gardens 1 
More interaction with EPA and farmer for development of systems. 1 
Properly managed growth measurement to see if native species flourish over weeds. 1 

Roads need to be revegitated and bitumenised - some in world heritage. 1 
Saving the turtles. 1 
Small weirs are a good resource and useful but large scale water catchments need thorough research.  Local communities 
supporting environment.  Group dynamics essential so small groups eventually support bigger groups. 1 

Spend more money on education 1 
Stop worrying about climate change its going to happen in spite of us. 1 
Water management - ensure existing waterways stay clean and to provide for population growth 1 
WWF control Mitchell and tributaries from Mt Molloy to Mt Mulligan.  WWF fencing off all roads and tracks and bicentennial 
Horse Trail.  No camping allowed at Mt Mulligan any more despite Council signs guiding you to - Mt Mulligan needs to have 
camping are 

1 

TOTAL 137 

 



NORTHERN GULF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GROUP 
Community Survey – Final Report 

 

 November 2008  

 

 

Ref: J2153 28/30 

 

 
 

Q8b GILBERT/STAATEN 2nd MENTION   

0 57 
Better roads and crossings - less impact on environment. 1 
Codes of practice in the cattle industry re animal welfare. 1 
Compile pest inventory of National Parks. 1 
Control Wild River namings/choices just because they are not highly populated areas. 1 
Could work more with national parks. 1 
Get uni students out here to do some research. 1 
Government dam to put in dams to stop miners mining.  Only miners are strictly controlled, not graziers. 1 
Grader grass. 1 
Locking up reserves not the answer.  Someone needs to come out with a spray to do something. 1 
More on research on fire on landscape. 1 
Open up the rivers to assist unclogging of trees. 1 
Stock Lake Belmore with red claw and other fish as well as barra. 1 
Stop tourists from contaminating water holes and wasting water. 1 
Surveying rubber vine, surveying land types 1 
System for wash down of weeds on vehicles on properties. 1 
Use of water. 1 

Work with nature, not against it. 1 
You only have to leave one sow/m pig behind and you have problem back. 1 

TOTAL 75 

 
 

Q8b NORMAN 2nd MENTION   

0 63 
Address the black market sale of barra - advertised in Tablelands newspapers - like someone to research the barra take. 1 
Airport upgrades Karumba so that we have air access. 1 
Airstrip, all weather pls - desperately need good boat ramp. 1 
All pest weeds need to be controlled/eradicated. 1 
Closed season on blue salmon re spawning for a 4 - 6 week period. 1 
Concentrate on direct issues, fix them before moving onto other issues. 1 
Deploy the Navy to look after our block of land re ghost nets. 1 
Federal approach/body of people with representation across the board to utilise funding appropriately to conserve future re 
biodiversity. 1 

Fishing licence, zoning needs tighter restrictions. 1 
Funding needs to be direct, a lot is mismanaged. 1 
Funds not being spent always in the right direction, too much wastage. 1 
Future heavy industry impact on the ecosystem. 1 
Have local people do environment and ecology lessons rather than outside people. 1 
Listen to the land holders and local people and what their problems are rather than what's 'trendy' and politically correct. 1 
Mining industry to be accountable/code of practice and not do as they please. 1 
More control on tourists re fishing, re fish size and education re what they're catching, eg. mistaking grunter for bream. 1 
More emphasis on more fisheries personnel on the ground, volunteers work for dole, anything down at the ramp to 
educate/control the fish laws. 1 

Need an airport Karumba - transport passenger services. 1 

Norman R, get it cleaned up before something bad happens. 1 
Normanton needs a proper roadhouse. 1 
Reduce the paperwork, stop talking and get people to do the job then do the paperwork. 1 
Stop Century Zinc from washing the contaminants off their barge into the Gulf waters. 1 
The eco system needs urgent sustainability. 1 
Watchdog large mining co and their practices/pollution and contaminants. 1 
We need to be more responsible and take a look at our river systems and take a lesson from what has happened south re 
Murray Darlling catchment. 1 

TOTAL 88 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

COMMENTS ABOUT WHAT SORT OF JOB NGRMG DOING 
 
 

Q9Com Total 

0 238 

1 - Along with local locals. 1 

Always room for improvement. 1 

As long as they keep going. 1 

Because involved in ghost nets, give them a good rating, but haven't heard of them. 1 

But keep out the dishonest people from some of these local groups. 1 

But need to do a lot more - more resources needed. 1 

But too much NGRMG goes in the pocket. 1 

Could be better if they had more money. 1 

Couldn't help, haven't time to assist. 1 

Doing a lot of work up here, doing a great job. 1 

Doing good work. 1 

Doing well considering all the projects they're into. 1 

Don't do anything for Croydon. 1 

Don't know - could be too much squabbling with community groups. 1 

Don't know what they're doing or what they have achieved. 1 

First I've heard of these issues, need to be proactive. 1 

Get a bit carried away with all this climate change. 1 
Give more community notice of meetings so locals have advanced knowledge so they can come along and 
support them. 1 

Going very well. 1 

Good things done, some silly but overall good. 1 

Haven't heard much about them. 1 

Haven't heard of them before so can't say. 1 

Haven't heard of them before today. 1 

Haven't heard too much about them - need to promote themselves. 1 

How do you know what they're doing.  Do they have newsletters and are they accountable. 1 

I read their newsletter and it let's me know what's happening. 1 

I see what they're doing here in Kowanyama. 1 

I'm not out and about to see what they're doing. 1 

Improving, need more funding, more young people involved in work. 1 

In a town where they are and we still don't know what they actually do.  More publicity needed. 1 

Intentions are good, too many chiefs. 1 

It's not that I get out to see much, but I hear a lot about them. 1 

I've been here 10 years and have not heard of them. 1 

Know some of the blokes in Georgetown - continue to police funding, so that everyone does the right thing. 1 
Lady locally does very good job.  She sources funding but I don't believe government should help people who 
don't meet the conditions of leases, other small businesses don't get such subsidies. 

1 

Likes the changes she has seen take place and with lease renewals it is happening for the good. 1 

Looking for job. 1 

Making an impact. 1 

Need more funding/gov assistance, people on the ground, more direct without assistance. 1 

Need more people to impact on issues and use volunteers, issues not taken seriously. 1 

Need more resources. 1 
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Needs to have more info newsletter where to pick up;. 1 

Only know about the ghost nets. 1 

Sometimes a little bit centralised, more education in area. 1 

Support our local rangers, to date not going anywhere. 1 

Take my hat off to them, over the years they've worked really hard. 1 

They come up, take photos, measure things and then they go. 1 

They only tell us what they want us to know. 1 

They seem to want to help the community. 1 

They're a bit more hands on. 1 

They're scratching their buts.  Funds mismanaged. 1 

They're trying but other than talk, I don't see much happening. 1 

Think they're too one-side to the cattle groups. 1 

Too many diversified projects. 1 
Too much goes to graziers and not miners.  From when 1st started, they steered the whole thing to work 
together very good.   

1 

Top heavy. 1 

Typical of any group, they're working hard but most people on the ground aren't too aware of it. 1 

Until change of government, fantastic, funds have now been curtailed. 1 

Very active and vocal 1 

Very low profile group. 1 

We don't see them, the ghost nets is touchy/feely but that's it, don't have their feet on the ground. 1 

You don't see the result, but you do hear about it. 1 

Grand Total 300 

 
 


